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Discussion Guide & Daily Quiz

Dropout Age

1. At what age should teens be able to dropout of school?

2. Why do some lawmakers want the legal dropout age to be 18?

3. What did the Department of Education study find?

4. What are some of the reasons people oppose the dropout age being raised to 18 years old? 

Headlines

Saying Sorry
(  Who are the children from “the stolen generation”?

Budget Crunch 

( How is the current housing crisis and budgets for schools related?

Population Study
( What does the recent population study tell us about the United States in 2050?

Space Lab
( What were astronauts doing in space?

Stop the Presses

1. Why did the Montclarion newspaper shut down?

2. According to the school’s student government, why did they freeze the newspapers budget?
3. Do you think that the newspaper’s first amendment rights were violated?
4. What does the newspaper plan to do if they do not get future funding?
DAILY QUIZ

1. True or False. Two states are considering bills that would change the minimum attendance age for school from 16 to 18.  Supporters of the bills believe that the change will reduce the dropout rate among high school students.

2. In this sentence from today’s script, what does the word, indigenous mean:  “The Australian parliament is set to vote today on whether to issue a formal apology to the country’s indigenous people for past government policies.” 
A. poorest

B. oldest

C. native

D. hardest working
3. True or False. The phrase “the stolen generation” refers to the Aboriginal children who were taken from their parents and raised by white families.

4. True or False. School budgets are in trouble in some school districts because people are unable to pay their mortgage and their school taxes.

5. True or False. If population trends continue, one-third of the people in the United States will be foreign born by 2050.

6. General Motors lost $39 billion in 2007.  To cut costs in 2008, GM has decided to

A. raise the cost of all of their cars

B. offer buyouts to 74, 000 hourly workers

C. spend less on advertising

D. cut back production on several of their less popular models

    7. True or False. Freedom of the press is one of the five freedoms      guaranteed by the First Amendment of the Constitution.  The other four freedoms are freedom of religion, speech, assembly and petition.

