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Discussion Guide 

High School Dropout Rate

1. What is America’s Promise Alliance?

2. Why do you think teens are dropping out of school?

3. Why do you think suburban students are more likely to graduate?

4. Do you think graduation coaches actually help students who are at risk of dropping out?

Headlines

Zimbabwe Elections

(   Who won the presidential election in Zimbabwe?

(   Why do you think the state run newspaper is predicting a run-off?
U.S. Opinion

(  Why do you think some countries think the U.S. has a negative influence in the world?

(  What positive influences does the U.S. have on the world?

Good Grades Gone

    (   What do you think the four schools in Indiana should do to make up for the missing grades? 

Not So Green Fence

      (   Why is President Bush making exceptions to some environmental laws along the U.S. – Mexico border?

    (   What do you think should be the first priority of our government?

Stonehenge Secret

     (    What is the mystery surrounding Stonehenge?
Cells & Safety

1. Do you feel safer or more adventurous because you have a cell phone?

2. What is an “ICE” number?
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DAILY QUIZ

1. True or False
The main reason students drop out of school before graduation is that they do not have the study habits they need to succeed.

2. True or False 
According to Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings, the first step to solving the dropout problem is to make sure that all states calculate the dropout rate the same way.

3. True or False
In Zimbabwe, all of the votes are in and President Mugabe has won again.

4. True or False
Most of the people surveyed by the British Broadcasting Corporation believe that the U.S. has a positive influence in the world.

5. True or False
Scientists are hoping that a new excavation project will answer the questions of how and when Stonehenge was constructed.

ESSAY QUESTION

    Should schools give students who need academic help five years to complete high school instead of four years?

VOCABULARY
1.  Disputing
(v)
arguing about

2.  Volatile
(adj) 
likely to change suddenly and quickly

3.  Glitch
(n) 
an unexpected sudden problem
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DAILY QUIZ ANSWERS

1. True or False
The main reason students drop out of school before graduation is that they do not have the study habits they need to succeed.

2. True or False 
According to Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings, the first step to solving the dropout problem is to make sure that all states calculate the dropout rate the same way.

3. True or False
In Zimbabwe, all of the votes are in and President Mugabe has won again.

4. True or False
Most of the people surveyed by the British Broadcasting Corporation believe that the U.S. has a positive influence in the world.

5. True or False
Scientists are hoping that a new excavation project will answer the questions of how and when Stonehenge was constructed.

If you have questions or comments about the discussion guide or the daily quiz, please contact Paul Folkemer at pfolkemer@channelone.com
