The 1st & 14th Amendments:  

A 1 Voice Paideia Seminar for Constitution Day 2008


Grade Level: 6-12
Subject: Social Studies
Prepared by: Sam Chaltain, the First Amendment scholar helping to inform, and contributing content to, Channel One’s new 1Voice campaign. Sam is a writer, an educator, and the founding director of the Five Freedoms Project, an organization that assists educators in raising awareness with students about their First Amendment rights and obligations. He can be reached at schaltain@fivefreedoms.org.



Overview and Purpose:
For students to fully appreciate First Amendment issues, they must learn to think critically about them.  Furthermore, they must do this through the consistent practice of free speech, since the quality of their discourse is even more important than its quantity. Our students desperately need to learn not only the history of First Amendment rights; they must also have the chance to practice those rights — thoughtfully and deliberately.

For this reason, Channel One is offering this Constitution Day lesson about the First and Fourteenth Amendments. The lesson is structured as a Paideia Seminar, which is a collaborative, intellectual discussion facilitated through open-ended questions about a text.  An effective seminar text may be a written document (like, say, an amendment to the Constitution), but it may also be a photograph, a work of art, a map, an architectural drawing—almost anything, in essence, as long as it is both rich in ideas and complex enough to spark a multi-faceted discussion.  (For more information about Paideia Seminars, visit the National Paideia Center’s web site at www.paideia.org.)

Regardless of the text, Paideia Seminars are carefully planned classroom dialogues, with a clear focus on both process as well as content.  Your goal in using them should be both the social and intellectual development of your students, such that they become expert in not just the history of free speech, but also its practice.  

Because Paideia Seminars are intended to be rigorous academic events, educators sometimes assume their students either cannot (for reasons of intelligence) or will not (for social reasons) participate in full-fledged intellectual discourse.  Nevertheless, experience has taught us time and again that when students are challenged to express and justify their own ideas, they rise to the occasion.  Indeed, even students who are otherwise disengaged in class often respond in seminar discussion because they sense the relevance of the dialogue to them as human beings.

The seminar plan that follows is meant to unfold along a prescribed pattern: 

· pre-seminar content study (often involving a suggestion about a reading strategy or strategies);

· pre-seminar process work (designed to prepare students to participate fully in the dialogue);

· the opening, core, and closing questions (that are planned in order to facilitate the discussion);

· post-seminar process reflection (designed to help students reflect on their participation in anticipation of future seminars); and

· post-seminar content assignments (intended to help students capture and articulate their thoughts).

The last thing that bears saying in regards to the seminar process is that it is the teacher’s role to facilitate student discussion: by speaking as little as possible, by asking truly open-ended questions, and by treating student responses equitably. Learning to lead seminars effectively involves learning to get gracefully out of the way once the discussion begins.  As you become more skilled at this through practice, so will your students become more skilled in filling the social and intellectual space you provide them—and so more skilled in the art and science of formal discourse.  After all, what good will their First Amendment rights do them if they don’t learn to use those rights as skillfully as possible?


Educational Standards:
· PAUL & KATHY – NOT SURE WHAT YOU NEED FROM ME HERE, SINCE THESE VARY BY STATE. 



Objectives: 
· Educate students about the relationship between the 1st and 14th Amendments

· Allow students to explore the meaning of freedom in an open society

· Provide students with opportunities to articulate the challenges associated with balancing individual rights and civic responsibilities in a democracy



Materials Needed:
· Full-text handouts of the 1st and 14th Amendments (one per student)


Other Resources:
(websites, videos, books, etc.)

· First Freedoms: A Documentary History of First Amendment Rights in America (Oxford University Press, 2006) – provides a useful, short contextual summary about both the First and Fourteenth Amendments.

· www.fivefreedoms.org -- provides a wealth of information and resources about the First Amendment and its role in a healthy democracy.



Information & Seminar Format: 

Pre-Seminar

Content – Present relevant background information:

Set the historical context; note introductory essay and/or didactic session.

Have participants break at random into five groups: assign each group one of the five First Amendment “rights.”  Each group should discuss why they think this particular right was included in the First Amendment and its importance in maintaining a functioning democracy.  Each group should offer a brief summary of their discussion to the entire group.

In the week prior to the Seminar, discuss the historical background of both the First and the Fourteenth Amendments (a good accessible source can be found in First Freedoms on pages 99-102).  Note that in addition to protecting the rights of newly freed slaves, the Fourteenth Amendment also affected the lives of many other minority groups.

On the day of the seminar, have the entire group read the two amendments aloud several times, discussing unfamiliar vocabulary along the way: allow any individuals who have memorized the First Amendment to recite it.  

Process –Prepare participants to participate in seminar discussion:

Review seminar guidelines and define roles for facilitator and participant.  Using an appropriate seminar checklist or rubric, ask the group to set a group process goal for this discussion.  Then, ask each student to set a process goal for this seminar (e.g., I will speak three times, I will ask two questions of others, I will listen actively, etc.) and write it on his or her copy of the text in plain sight.  

Seminar

Opening – Identify main ideas from the text:

· Which of the five rights guaranteed in the First Amendment (religion, speech, press, assembly, petition) is most important to a functioning democracy? (round-robin)  Why? (spontaneous)

Core – Focus/analyze textual details:

· Why do you think the rights are listed in the order that they are?

· How are these five rights related?  (Are they mutually dependent?  Mutually exclusive?  Etc.)

· Constitutional scholars often note that the “Due Process” clause of the Fourteenth Amendment (“Nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law.”) has had the most impact on First Amendment rights?  Why do you think that is?

· In what other ways are the First and Fourteenth Amendments related?  Explain.

Closing – Personalize and apply the textual ideas:

· Of the five rights guaranteed in the First Amendment, which is most important to you personally?  Why?

Post-Seminar
Process – Assess individual and group participation in seminar discussion:

Review the seminar process with the students.  Discuss to what extent they achieved their individual and group goals.  Plan for the next seminar.

Content – Extend application of textual and discussion ideas:

Have participants choose one of the five First Amendment rights to write a contemporary analysis of.  The assignment: analyze the current status of this right in American society: as it is being expanded or restricted by social or legal means.

