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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Burris Turned Away
· Who is Roland Burris?
· Why was he turned down by the U.S. Senate?

· What are Burris’ credentials for the position?

· Why does President-elect Obama oppose the appointment of Roland Burris?

· Why has Governor Rod Blagojevich apparently lost the right to appoint a replacement for Barack Obama?
Your Turn: Libraries

· Why are libraries becoming an appealing destination for teenagers?
· What strategies have libraries used to encourage teenagers to use them?

· Why are libraries facing cutbacks and closures?

Glory Road: Dave Barnes
· Who is Dave Barnes?
· What initiated Mr. Barnes’ interest in Africa?

· What are the goals of the Mocha Club?

· Why is the building of wells so important in Africa?
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1. True or False
Roland Burris was denied his seat in the U.S. Senate because his credentials were not in order.
2. True or False
Barack Obama supports Roland Burris and would like to have him seated immediately as the junior senator from Illinois.

3. True or False
Rod Blagojevich has been accused of trying to sell Barack Obama’s vacant Senate seat.

4. True or False
More Americans have library cards right now than at any time since the American Library Association started keeping records.

5. True or False
According to David Barnes, one dollar provides water for one African for one year.

ESSAY QUESTION
Should Roland Burris be seated in the U.S. Senate despite allegations against Governor Blagojevich?
VOCABULARY

1. Credentials
(n)
qualifications
2. Deprived
(v)
taken away 

3. Allegations
(n)
accusations

4. Taint
(v)
contaminate morally

5. Castigate
(v)
severely punish

6. Circulation
(n)
total number of books borrowed from a library

7. Refuge
(n)
shelter

8. Sanctuary
(n)
place of refuge and protection
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Roland Burris was denied his seat in the U.S. Senate because his credentials were not in order.

2. True or False
Barack Obama supports Roland Burris and would like to have him seated immediately as the junior senator from Illinois.

3. True or False
Rod Blagojevich has been accused of trying to sell Barack Obama’s vacant Senate seat.

4. True or False
More Americans have library cards right now than at any time since the American Library Association started keeping records.

5. True or False
According to David Barnes, one dollar provides water for one African for one year.
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