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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Israeli Troops Meet Hamas Resistance
· Why do Israeli supporters think that Israel had the right to launch an attack on Gaza?
· According to Palestinian supporters, why was Hamas elected into power in 2006?

· What is the official U.S. position regarding Hamas?
Obama Advocates Bailout Monitoring
· What is Mr. Obama’s strategy for repairing the U.S. economy?
· Why is Mr. Obama’s plan being called ‘the new, new deal?’

· Why are some Republicans worried about Mr. Obama’s plan?

· What started the economic downfall?
· Why does Mr. Obama believe that his plan has to be approved immediately?

Russia Refuses to Open Flow
· Why did Russia shut off the flow of natural gas to Europe?
Illinois House Impeaches Blagojevich
· What is impeachment?
· What happens next with Governor Blagojevich?

Golden Globes Return
· What happened to last year’s Golden Globes?
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1. True or False
Hamas and Israel have agreed to a UN resolution calling for an immediate ceasefire.
2. True or False
Mr. Obama’s economic plan is similar in many ways to Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s New Deal plan that helped the U.S. out of a depression.

3. True or False
Republicans are worried that the Obama plan to spend $300 billion of the bailout for tax cuts will backfire because the government needs more taxes not less money.

4. True or False
Russia has agreed to send gas to Europe again if international monitors are stationed along the pipeline through the Ukraine.

5. True or False
The Illinois House of Representatives has found Governor Blagojevich guilty of abusing the power of his office.
ESSAY QUESTION
If you were a member of the U.S. Senate or House of Representatives, how would you vote on Mr. Obama’s economic plan?
VOCABULARY

1. Tatters
(n)
shreds

2. Unprecedented
(adj)
having no precedent; unexampled

3. Severity
(n)
harshness

4. Entitlements
(n)
government programs that provide benefits

5. Hardship
(n)
suffering
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Hamas and Israel have agreed to a UN resolution calling for an immediate ceasefire.

2. True or False
Mr. Obama’s economic plan is similar in many ways to Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s New Deal plan that helped the U.S. out of a depression.

3. True or False
Republicans are worried that the Obama plan to spend $300 billion of the bailout for tax cuts will backfire because the government needs more taxes not less money.

4. True or False
Russia has agreed to send gas to Europe again if international monitors are stationed along the pipeline through the Ukraine.

5. True or False
The Illinois House of Representatives has found Governor Blagojevich guilty of abusing the power of his office.
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