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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Obama: Education
· What are some of the items on Mr. Obama’s education agenda?

· Who is Arne Duncan?

· What is a charter school and what is Mr. Obama’s opinion of this type of education?

· Why is it important to fix the physical plant problems facing schools?

· How will Mr. Obama use his economic stimulus package to improve education?
Your Turn: Big Picture Schools
· What are Big Picture schools and why do they have that name?
· What are some of the characteristics of Big Picture schools?

· What is the philosophy behind Big Picture schools?

· How do Big Picture schools compare to regular schools on graduation rates and college attendance rates?

Senate Accepts Burris
· Why is Roland Burris’ appointment to a Senate seat under intense review?
· Why are Democrats now more willing than before to allow Burris to be sworn in?

Peanut Butter Linked to Salmonella Outbreak
· Why has the King Nut Company pulled its peanut butter from further distribution to schools, hospitals and other institutions that have cafeteria dining?
China Ice Festival
· Why are the Chinese going outdoors and braving the freezing winter weather?
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1. True or False
Mr. Obama’s education plans include money for college in exchange for community service, funding for federal charter schools and an overhaul of No Child Left Behind.
2. True or False
Mr. Obama plans to use some of his economic stimulus package to repair deteriorating schools.
3. True or False
Democrats are still concerned about Mr. Roland Burris’ candidacy for the Senate and probably will bar him from the Senate because of his connection to Illinois governor Blagojevich.

4. True or False
Big Picture schools got their name because they look at the bigger picture when educating students like connecting students to the real world through internships.
5. True or False
Big Picture schools make education more interesting but graduates of these schools are struggling to get into college.

ESSAY QUESTION
Are Big Picture Schools a good idea?

VOCABULARY

1. Embrace
(v)
take up readily or gladly

2. Murky
(adj)
obscure

3. Skeptical
(adj)
doubtful

4. Pursue
(v)
go after
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Mr. Obama’s education plans include money for college in exchange for community service, funding for federal charter schools and an overhaul of No Child Left Behind.

2. True or False
Mr. Obama plans to use some of his economic stimulus package to repair deteriorating schools,

3. True or False
Democrats are still concerned about Mr. Roland Burris’ candidacy for the Senate and probably will bar him from the Senate because of his connection to Illinois governor Blagojevich.

4. True or False
Big Picture schools got their name because they look at the bigger picture when educating students like connecting students to the real world through internships.

5. True or False
Big Picture schools make education more interesting but graduates of these schools are struggling to get into college.
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