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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Cabinet Appointments Up for Confirmation
· What process do Mr. Obama’s Cabinet appointments have to go through before they are officially in the Cabinet?
· Who are some of the Cabinet members going through the process now?

· What did Arne Duncan mean when he talked about the ‘Obama Effect?’

· What are some of the educational changes Mr. Duncan is hoping to make?

· What did Hillary Clinton mean when she talked about ‘forward thinking sustained diplomacy?’

· Why is Tim Geithner facing some confirmation problems?
December Retail Numbers Dismal
· Why is ‘personal saving’ hurting the economy?
· Why is consumer spending an important barometer for the economy?

Winter Weather Puts Nation in a Deep Freeze
· What is the wind chill factor?
· How is Chicago attempting to make sure that its residents are protected from the winter weather?
Middle East Update
· Who is Ban Ki-Moon and what role is he playing in the Middle East peace process?
Obama: Healthcare
· What are some of the major problems in U.S. healthcare?
· How will the economic stimulus package be used to resolve some immediate healthcare problems?

· Why does the Obama team have a narrow window of opportunity to work on healthcare?
· Who is Tom Daschle and what role will he play with the healthcare legislation?
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1. True or False
All three of Mr. Obama’s Cabinet nominees, Hillary Clinton, Arne Duncan and Tim Geithner, are breezing through the confirmation process.
2. True or False
In this difficult economy it is important for Americans to save more and spend less.  Personal saving will help to grow the economy.

3. True or False
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon is in Egypt working with both sides on a ceasefire.

4. True or False
Packed emergency rooms and 47 million Americans without medical insurance are two of the major issues facing the U.S. healthcare system.

5. True or False
Mr. Obama’s administration has to act quickly on healthcare before politicians start focusing on the next election.

ESSAY QUESTION
Mr. Obama faces the following major domestic issues upon entering office: (1) Economy, (2) Environment, (3) Education, and (4) Healthcare.  Which of the issues is the most important? Why?
VOCABULARY

1. Sustained
(adj)
supported

2. Frugal
(adj)
characterized by economy in the use of resources
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
All three of Mr. Obama’s Cabinet nominees, Hillary Clinton, Arne Duncan and Tim Geithner, are breezing through the confirmation process.

2. True or False
In this difficult economy it is important for Americans to save more and spend less.  Personal saving will help to grow the economy.

3. True or False
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon is in Egypt working with both sides on a ceasefire.

4. True or False
Packed emergency rooms and 47 million Americans without medical insurance are two of the major issues facing the U.S. healthcare system.

5. True or False
Mr. Obama’s administration has to act quickly on healthcare before politicians start focusing on the next election.
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