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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Obama and Lincoln
· Why has Abraham Lincoln’s presidency become a guiding force for Barack Obama?
· What is the theme of this year’s inauguration?

· What are some of the similarities between Lincoln and Obama?

· What is the symbolic connection between Lincoln and Obama?

· What are some of the differences between the inaugurations of these two presidents?

· How did President Bush spend his last day in office?
DC Color
· Why is Barack Obama so popular with the stars from the movie and music industries?
· What were some of the reactions of the teenagers who were able to attend the inaugural events?

· What themes are running through the inaugural events?

· Why do you think this inauguration has become such an enormous celebration at a time when the country is facing so many difficult problems?

· How did Barack Obama and Joe Biden spend the day before the inauguration?

· Why do you think Mr. Obama decided to volunteer at a DC teen center the day before his inauguration?

· How much is it costing the government to host the inauguration of Mr. Obama?

Inauguration History
· What are some of the most obvious changes in the inaugural process?

· What are some of the most memorable lines from inaugural addresses?
· How has technology changed the inauguration?

· What are some of the themes you expect Mr. Obama to touch on in his speech tomorrow?
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1. True or False
The theme of this year’s inauguration, ‘a new birth of freedom’  was taken from a speech given by Abraham Lincoln.

2. True or False
One of the differences between Lincoln and Obama is that Lincoln had many more years of experience as a Senator than Obama had before becoming President.

3. True or False
Mr. Bush spent his last day as president calling some of the world leaders he has worked with during his eight years in office and thanking them for their hospitality and friendship.

4. True or False
The inauguration will cost the government more approximately $120 million.

5. True or False
All presidents have taken the 35 word oath of office but not all presidents have given an inaugural speech.  George Washington gave the first and most presidents have followed his example.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think the country should be spending $120 million for an inauguration at a time when we face a financial crisis?
VOCABULARY

1. Enormity
(n)
immensity

2. Brink
(n)
edge

3. Fraught
(adj)
full of

4. Prim
(adj)
neat and trim

5. Slew
(n)
large number
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The theme of this year’s inauguration, ‘a new birth of freedom’ was taken from a speech given by Abraham Lincoln.

2. True or False
One of the differences between Lincoln and Obama is that Lincoln had many more years of experience as a Senator than Obama had before becoming President.

3. True or False
Mr. Bush spent his last day as president calling some of the world leaders he has worked with during his eight years in office and thanking them for their hospitality and friendship.

4. True or False
The inauguration will cost the government more approximately $120 million.

5. True or False
All presidents have taken the 35 word oath of office but not all presidents have given an inaugural speech.  George Washington gave the first and most presidents have followed his example.
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