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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Inauguration Recap
· What was the tone of President Obama’s speech?
· What were the main messages of this speech?

· What message did Mr. Obama deliver to leaders of the international community?

· What is the essence of the oath of office?

· What are some of the challenges facing Mr. Obama and the American people?

· Why has this inauguration captured the interest of the American people more than many of the inaugurations of the recent past?

· Was there a single line, phrase or theme that was most memorable for you?

· What do you think Mr. Obama and Mr. Bush talked about during their motorcade trip?

· What moment during the ceremony was the most memorable for you?

· What thoughts do you think were going through the minds of the Obama children as they watched their father go through the inauguration?

· What did President Obama say about the role that government plays in a democracy?

· Select any of the following people (Hillary Clinton, George Bush, Nancy Pelosi, Michelle Obama, John McCain, Colin Powell, etc.) and express what they are thinking during the inauguration.
By the Numbers
· Was the celebration of the inauguration worth its price tag of approximately $150 million?
· What were some of the challenges for the planners of this event?

· What impact does a celebration like this inauguration have on the psyche of the American people?

Inauguration History
· What did Mr. Obama mean when he said, “We are the ones we have been waiting for. We are the change we seek?
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1. True or False
Mr. Obama became the 44th president of the United States right after he finished the oath of office.
2. True or False
An estimated 2 million people were in attendance at the inauguration.

3. True or False
It is estimated that the inauguration cost the American taxpayer approximately $150 million.

4. True or False
In his speech Mr. Obama acknowledged that the United States is facing significant problems but promised that those issues will be met.

5. True or False
In his speech Mr. Obama warned the enemies of the U.S. that if they try to inflict terror or kill innocent people, the U.S. will outlast them and defeat them.
ESSAY QUESTION
What did this inauguration mean to you?
VOCABULARY

1. Waver
(v)
falter
2. Inducing
(v)
cause; inflict

3. Forge
(v)
form into being

4. Legacy
(n)
something transmitted from a predecessor
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Mr. Obama became the 44th president of the United States right after he finished the oath of office.

2. True or False
An estimated 2 million people were in attendance at the inauguration.

3. True or False
It is estimated that the inauguration cost the American taxpayer approximately $150 million.

4. True or False
In his speech Mr. Obama acknowledged that the United States is facing significant problems but promised that those issues will be met.

5. True or False
In his speech Mr. Obama warned the enemies of the U.S. that if they try to inflict terror or kill innocent people, the U.S. will outlast them and defeat them.
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