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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Scientists Find Some Climate Change Irreversible
· According to new international research, how long will high temperatures from global warming last?
· What are some of the severe weather conditions that could occur because of global warming?
Jobless Claims Up
· Why are so many companies cutting jobs?
· What rate of unemployment are several analysts predicting?

Holocaust Survivors Mark Remembrance Day
· What was the purpose of Remembrance Day?
· What messages were delivered by German President Horst Kohler and Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni?

President Obama Talks to Al-Arabiya
· Why is bridging the gap between people of different faiths so important to President Obama?
· Why did President Obama decide to give an Arab TV station his first formal sit-down interview?

· What was the central point of President Obama’s message on Arab TV?

· Why does President Obama have a potential advantage when working with Muslim leaders?

Passport Pakistan
· Why were Noor and Mahboob sent to a Madrassah by their father?
· What did the brothers learn at the Madrassah?

· What is the Koran?

· Why do the brothers think that Madrassahs are misunderstood?

· Why are Madrassahs the target of criticism in the U.S.?

· What effect has the Madrassah experience had on the brothers?
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1. True or False
New international research suggests that if we do not act soon to stop global warming, we could high temperatures and severe weather for many centuries.
2. True or False
Most of the recent layoffs are coming from white collar jobs not blue collar jobs.

3. True or False
President Obama gave his first formal sit down interview to the Arab TV station Al Arabiya.
4. True or False
President Obama told his Muslim audience that the U.S. must distinguish between terrorist organizations like al Qaeda and peaceful Muslims who do not support violence.

5. True or False
The Koran is the Bible for Muslims.

ESSAY QUESTION
What is your opinion of President Obama’s decision to give an Arab TV station his first sit down interview?  Do you agree with his goal to bridge the differences between faiths?
VOCABULARY

1. Strata
(n)
levels 
2. Liberation
(n)
setting free

3. Ethnicities
(n)
groups of people classed according to common racial, national,  tribal, religious, linguistic, or cultural origin or backgrounds

4. Espouse
(v)
adopt

5. Theology
(n)
study of religious faith
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
New international research suggests that if we do not act soon to stop global warming, we could high temperatures and severe weather for many centuries.

2. True or False
Most of the recent layoffs are coming from white collar jobs not blue collar jobs.

3. True or False
President Obama gave his first formal sit down interview to the Arab TV station Al Arabiya.

4. True or False
President Obama told his Muslim audience that the U.S. must distinguish between terrorist organizations like al Qaeda and peaceful Muslims who do not support violence.

5. True or False
The Koran is the Bible for Muslims.
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