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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Blagojevich Tapes Played
· Why did Governor Rod Blagojevich boycott his impeachment trial?
· What is Governor Blagojevich accused of?

· What strategy is Governor Blagojevich using to get his point of view in front of the public?

· Why does Governor Blagojevich want the right to bring witnesses to his trial?

· Why do you think Governor Blagojevich has now decided to speak at his trial?
Storms Pack a Punch
· How vast is the recent January storm?
More Peanut Problems
· What is the most recent development in the peanut butter recall story?
· Why are some food health experts saying that the federal and state programs for detection are broken?

Digital TV Holdup Bill Fails
· Why did the ‘Digital TV Holdup’ bill fail in the House of Representatives?
· Why were some supporters of the bill hoping for a delay?

· What will happen on February 17 if the digital holdup bill is not passed?

Gore Goes to DC
· What message did Al Gore deliver to the Foreign Relations Committee?
· Why is Al Gore supporting President Obama’s economic stimulus package?

Pop Quiz: Panama Canal
· How does the Panama Canal work?

· Why was the Panama Canal so essential for shipping traffic?
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1. True or False
Governor Blagojevich still refuses to testify at his impeachment trial because he says that the trial is about politics not the truth.
2. True or False
According to the FDA, the peanut plant in Georgia did not pull the batches of peanut butter that were found to be contaminated.

3. True or False
The House of Representatives voted to delay the change to digital TV because 6.5 million households are not ready for it and will lose their TV signal.

4. True or False
Al Gore supports President Obama’s economic stimulus package because it invests money in clean energy and green jobs.

5. True or False
The Panama Canal is an important passageway because it connects the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean.
ESSAY QUESTION
If Governor Blagojevich really tried to sell Barack Obama’s Senate seat, do you think he should be able to continue as the governor of Illinois?
VOCABULARY

1. Boycotted
(v)
refused to participate

2. Impeach
(v)
bring an accusation against

3. Leveraging
(v)
using power and influence

4. Food Borne
(adj)
carried by food
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Governor Blagojevich still refuses to testify at his impeachment trial because he says that the trial is about politics not the truth.

2. True or False
According to the FDA, the peanut plant in Georgia did not pull the batches of peanut butter that were found to be contaminated.

3. True or False
The House of Representatives voted to delay the change to digital TV because 6.5 million households are not ready for it and will lose their TV signal.

4. True or False
Al Gore supports President Obama’s economic stimulus package because it invests money in clean energy and green jobs.

5. True or False
The Panama Canal is an important passageway because it connects the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean.

SIGN UP FOR OUR TEACHER NEWSLETTER
If you would like to receive our daily newsletter, you can sign up right now at http://www.channelone.com/teachers/teacher_newsletter/.

If you have questions or comments about the discussion guide or the daily quiz, please contact Paul Folkemer at pfolkemer@channelone.com
