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DISCUSSION GUIDE

President Obama Appeals to Congress over Stimulus Plan
· What is the next step for President Obama’s stimulus plan?
· What is the purpose of an economic stimulus plan?

· How will tax cuts help the economy?

· How will giving money to state governments help the economy?

· How will spending money on highway construction, parks and water projects help the economy?

· Why is the President planning to spend $150 billion on education?

· What are some of the symptoms of the U.S. recession?

· Why are some Republicans opposed to the President’s plan?

· Where does the money for the plan come from?
Update on Conflict in Gaza
· Why have the Israelis decided to launch more air strikes into Gaza?
Sports and Head Injuries
· What are the findings of a new report on brain injuries in football?
· How was the research carried out and what did the researchers find?

· How should the NFL respond to this research?
Grocery Sizes Shrinking
· Why are some manufacturers making product sizes smaller?
· Why do some people think that this strategy is an attempt to ‘trick’ the public?
Groundhog Day
· What is the legend of Punxsutawney Phil?
Life in Afghan Schools
· Why is it dangerous for girls to go to school in Afghanistan?
· Why are militants throwing acid at the girls?

· Why are the girls more determined than ever to go to school?
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1. True or False
The purpose of President Obama’s stimulus plan is to revitalize the economy.
2. True or False
Tax cuts are part of the plan because Americans will have more money for their savings accounts and that will improve the economy.

3. True or False 
If the stimulus plan is passed, the U.S. will have to borrow the money from foreign countries and then pay it back with interest.

4. True or False
Israel has launched air strikes into Gaza after Palestinian militants broke the ceasefire by firing at least ten rockets and mortars into southern Israel.

5. True or False
Some manufacturers are reducing product sizes but not changing the price of the product as a way to offset the rising cost of raw materials and transportation.

ESSAY QUESTION
If you were a member of the U.S. Senate as either a Democrat or a Republican, how would you vote on President Obama’s stimulus plan? 
VOCABULARY

1. Infrastructure
(n)
the system of public works for a country or region

2. Renovations
(n)
improvements

3. Fragile
(adj)
easily broken
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The purpose of President Obama’s stimulus plan is to revitalize the economy.

2. True or False
Tax cuts are part of the plan because Americans will have more money for their savings accounts and that will improve the economy.

3. True or False 
If the stimulus plan is passed, the U.S. will have to borrow the money from foreign countries and then pay it back with interest.

4. True or False
Israel has launched air strikes into Gaza after Palestinian militants broke the ceasefire by firing at least ten rockets and mortars into southern Israel.

5. True or False
Some manufacturers are reducing product sizes but not changing the price of the product as a way to offset the rising cost of raw materials and transportation.
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