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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Media Violence Study
· According to Dr. Boxer, what happens to most people when they watch violent media?
· Why are violent video games so appealing?
· Why did Dr. Boxer include people from extremely different backgrounds in his study?

· How did Dr. Boxer gather information about the behavior of the subjects?

· What conclusions did Dr. Boxer and his team draw from their data on the effect violent video has on a person’s behavior?

· What is Dr. Boxer’s response to critics that say the relationship is not ‘cut and dry?’

Cabinet Nominations Prove Taxing
· Why did President Obama admit to NBC’s Brian Williams that he ‘screwed up?’
· Why did Tom Daschle decide to withdraw his nomination as Secretary of Health and Human Services?
Obama Caps Executive Pay
· Why has President Obama decided to cap the salaries of executives of companies that receive federal money?
Stimulus Debate Continues
· Why is President Obama opposed to the ‘buy American’ provision in the stimulus package that requires the use of only U.S. made iron and steel for public projects?
· Why has Senator John McCain called the stimulus package a ‘spending bill?’

· What do Americans think of the President’s stimulus package?
Pop Quiz:
National Parks
· What is Arkansas called the ‘natural state?’
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1. True or False
According to Dr. Paul Boxer’s study, teenagers were more likely to have behaved violently during the time in their life when they preferred violent media.
2. True or False
All of the presidential nominees who had tax problems were still appointed to the positions for which they were nominated.

3. True or False
President Obama has announced that CEO’s of companies that received taxpayer money will be limited to a salary of $500,000 a year.

4. True or False
Senator John McCain supports the present stimulus package because he believes it will lower taxes and jumpstart the economy.
5. True or False
According to a recent Gallup poll, most Americans support the President’s stimulus plan as it stands now.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think young people who prefer violent media are more likely to engage in violent behavior?
VOCABULARY

1. Commonplace
(adj)
ordinary, unremarkable
2. Distraction

(n)
something that diverts attention

3. Revenue

(n)
income
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
According to Dr. Paul Boxer’s study, teenagers were more likely to have behaved violently during the time in their life when they preferred violent media.

2. True or False
All of the presidential nominees who had tax problems were still appointed to the positions for which they were nominated.

3. True or False
President Obama has announced that CEO’s of companies that received taxpayer money will be limited to a salary of $500,000 a year.

4. True or False
Senator John McCain supports the present stimulus package because he believes it will lower taxes and jumpstart the economy.

5. True or False
According to a recent Gallup poll, most Americans support the President’s stimulus plan as it stands now.
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