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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Senate Passes the Stimulus Package
· Why did the Democrats need some Republican support to pass the stimulus bill?
· What are the major differences between the House plan and the Senate plan?

· Why are most Republicans opposed to the plan?
Israeli Voters Choose Rivals

· Who are the two candidates in the Israeli elections?
· How has the Israeli-Palestinian conflict affected the election?

· Why is President Obama closely watching the election?
Darwin Conference at Vatican
· What does ‘survival of the fittest’ mean?
· What is Darwin’s theory of evolution?

Australia Wildfire Kills 173
· Why are the Australian police now considering some of the destroyed town crime scenes?
President Obama Goes on the Road to Sell his Stimulus Plan
· Why did the President choose to speak at Fort Myers, Florida and Elkart, Indiana?
· What is President Obama saying about the Republicans’ criticism of his stimulus plan?

· What is the President’s reaction to the Republican strategy of cutting taxes?

· What three questions should Americans ask to determine the success of the stimulus plan?

Glory Road: Luol Deng
· Why did Luol Deng leave Sudan?
· How is Luol using the money he makes as a basketball star to support Sudan?
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1. True or False
The Senate passed President Obama’s stimulus bill by a vote of 61-37.  All of the Democrats in the Senate voted for the bill but no Republicans crossed over to support the bill.
2. True or False
The major difference between the Senate bill and the House bill is that the Senate bill spends more on tax cuts while the House bill gives more money to state and local governments.

3. True or False
The vote in Israel between moderate Tzipi Livni and conservative Benjamin Netanyahu is still too close to call.
4. True or False
Charles Darwin is best known for his theory of evolution

5. True or False
President Obama said that it is hard to accept criticism of his stimulus plan from the Republicans because they are responsible for doubling the national debt over the past eight years.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you support President Obama’s stimulus plan or do you agree with the Republicans that the plan is wasteful and should include more tax cuts?
VOCABULARY

1. Presided

(v)
occupied the place of authority

2. Entity

(n)
organization

3. Gauge

(v)
judge

4. Turmoil

(n)
state of confusion

5. Flourished

(v)
thrived
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The Senate passed President Obama’s stimulus bill by a vote of 61-37.  All of the Democrats in the Senate voted for the bill but no Republicans crossed over to support the bill.

2. True or False
The major difference between the Senate bill and the House bill is that the Senate bill spends more on tax cuts while the House bill gives more money to state and local governments.

3. True or False
The vote in Israel between moderate Tzipi Livni and conservative Benjamin Netanyahu is still too close to call.

4. True or False
Charles Darwin is best known for his theory of evolution

5. True or False
President Obama said that it is hard to accept criticism of his stimulus plan from the Republicans because they are responsible for doubling the national debt over the past eight years.
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