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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Twisters Kill 8 in Oklahoma
· What caused the group of twisters that hit Oklahoma?
· Why were the people of Oklahoma surprised by the tornadoes?
Pop Quiz:  Lincoln
· What are some of the interesting facts about Abraham Lincoln?
· Why was President Lincoln assassinated?
· What has the new Ford’s Theater become?

Treasury Secretary Plan Unveiled
· What are the three essential elements of Tim Geithner’s plan for the use of the second installment of the $700 billion bailout plan?
· What is the purpose of Geithner’s ‘stress test?’

· Why is Geithner hoping to build a public/private partnership?

· Why is it so important to restore the flow of credit?
Stalemate in Israeli Election
· Why are both parties claiming victory in Israel?
· How is it possible that even if Tzipi Livni is declared the winner, she may not be named the Prime Minister?

Sponsors Back off Chris Brown
· Why has Doublemint pulled the plug on its ads featuring Chris Brown?

Postage Stamp Goes Up 2 Cents
· Why is the U.S. Postal Service planning to raise the price of stamps by 2 cents?
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1. True or False
The tornadoes in Oklahoma occurred when warm air clashed with colder temperatures.
2. True or False
Lincoln’s presidency was defined by the civil war. States began seceding shortly after his election and the war began one month after his inauguration. Lincoln was killed five days after the war ended.

3. True or False
Part of Tim Geithner’s plan for the use of half of the $700 billion bailout money is to create a strategy to test the health of the big banks in the U.S.

4. True or False
Tzipi Livni has won the election in Israel and is expected to be named Prime Minister.

5. True or False
Doublemint Gum has decided to stop all ads that feature Chris Brown because of his arrest and alleged assault charge.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you agree with Doublemint’s decision to stop all ads featuring Chris Brown even though he has not been found guilty of the charges against him? 
VOCABULARY

1. Spawn

(v)
generate

2. Seceded

(v)
withdrew

3. Catapulted

(v)
launched

4. Speculation

(n)
theorizing
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The tornadoes in Oklahoma occurred when warm air clashed with colder temperatures.

2. True or False
Lincoln’s presidency was defined by the civil war. States began seceding shortly after his election and the war began one month after his inauguration. Lincoln was killed five days after the war ended.

3. True or False
Part of Tim Geithner’s plan for the use of half of the $700 billion bailout money is to create a strategy to test the health of the big banks in the U.S.

4. True or False
Tzipi Livni has won the election in Israel and is expected to be named Prime Minister.

5. True or False
Doublemint Gum has decided to stop all ads that feature Chris Brown because of his arrest and alleged assault charge.
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