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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Winter Games Update
· Why did the Winter Games begin with a moment of silence?

· Why did officials change the luge track?

· Why are people protesting the Winter Games?

· Who were some of the early winners for the Americans?

Afghanistan Offensive
· What is the U.S. strategy in Afghanistan?
· What strategy did the Taliban use to slow down the U.S. offensive?

· Why are the Americans trying to win over the Afghan civilians?

· Why is difficult for the Americans to win the support of the civilians?

Profiles of Young Olympians
· Why has the luge competition attracted so much international attention?
· Why was Megan Sweeney’s victory in the qualifying race bittersweet?

· What special skills personality traits do you think it takes to be a good luge rider?
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1. True or False
The Winter Games opened with a moment of silence as the Olympic

community mourned the death of Georgian luger Nodar Kumaritashvilli.

2. True or False
Canadian hockey legend Wayne Gretzky was chosen to light the

Olympic flame.

3. True or False
The United States won two gold medals the first day in women’s moguls and in short track skating.

4. True or False
Apolo Ohno won his sixth medal in the 1500 meter short track becoming the most decorated American Olympic athlete.

5. True or False
U.S., NATO and Afghan soldiers have launched the largest operation in 


Afghanistan since the war began eight years ago.

ESSAY QUESTION
If you had a chance, what Winter Game sport would you like to try?
VOCABULARY

1. Luge
(n)
a one or two person sled used for gliding down a chute

2. Curling
(n)
a game played on ice in which two teams of four players each compete in sliding large stones toward a mark in the center of a circle.

3. Allocate
(v)
set apart for a specific purpose

4. Icon
(n)
person who is so well-known that he is a representation of the sport

5. Moguls
(n)
bumps or mounds of snow on a ski slope
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The Winter Games opened with a moment of silence as the Olympic


community mourned the death of Georgian luger Nodar Kumaritashvilli.

2. True or False
Canadian hockey legend Wayne Gretzky was chosen to light the


Olympic flame.

3. True or False
The United States won two gold medals the first day in women’s moguls and in short track skating.

4. True or False
Apolo Ohno won his sixth medal in the 1500 meter short track becoming the most decorated American Olympic athlete.

5. True or False
U.S., NATO and Afghan soldiers have launched the largest operation in 


Afghanistan since the war began eight years ago.
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