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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Obama to Propose New Reading and Math Standards
· Why is President Obama proposing new reading and math standards?
· What are the advantages of a common national reading and math curriculum?

· Why is the President upset about how some states handled the NCLB requirements?

Afghan Civilians Killed
· How will the NATO air strike that killed 27 Afghans affect the U.S. involvement in Afghanistan?

Government Gridlock
· Why are so many Americans upset with the operation of their government?
· Who is Evan Bayh and why did he decide not to run for re-election?

· What are some of the issues that the Democrats and Republicans are unable to resolve?

· What does the word ‘centrist’ mean?

· What evidence exists that both parties are guilty of not compromising?

· Why has President Obama decided to have the health care summit televised?

Winter Games Update
· Who is Rachael Flatt?
· How do critics describe Rachel’s skating style?

· How do you think Rachel is able to excel at skating while also earning straight A’s?
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1. True or False
President Obama wants all students to learn reading and math content that will prepare them for college or a career.
2. True or False
Experts are concerned that the civilian deaths like the ones caused by the NATO airstrike will undermine the U.S. effort in Afghanistan.
3. True or False
Najibullah Zazi has pleaded guilty to trying to attach NYC with homemade bombs. He is now cooperating with authorities.

4. True or False
More than 4 out of 5 Americans believe that the government in Washington, DC is broken.

5. True or False
This week Democrats and Republicans will meet for a summit on health care.  The summit will be televised nationally.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think the federal government is broken?
VOCABULARY

1. Dysfuntional
(adj)
not working 

2. Transition
(v)
move toward 

3. Convoy
(n)
group of vehicles accompanied by a protecting escort

4. Insurgents
(n)
persons who forcibly oppose authority

5. Undermine
(v)
work against

6. Squalls
(n)
sudden, violent gusts of wind

7. Lingo
(n)
jargon

DAILY QUIZ

February 23, 2010

ANSWERS

1. True or False
President Obama wants all students to learn reading and math content that will prepare them for college or a career.

2. True or False
Experts are concerned that the civilian deaths like the ones caused by the NATO airstrike will undermine the U.S. effort in Afghanistan.

3. True or False
Najibullah Zazi has pleaded guilty to trying to attach NYC with homemade bombs. He is now cooperating with authorities.

4. True or False
More than 4 out of 5 Americans believe that the government in Washington, DC is broken.

5. True or False
This week Democrats and Republicans will meet for a summit on health care.  The summit will be televised nationally.

SIGN UP FOR OUR TEACHER 
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