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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Sudan Signs Ceasefire
· Why is the ceasefire signed by the Sudanese president considered a breakthrough step toward peace?
· What are the details of the agreement?

· Why are some people critical of the ceasefire?

· Why are some experts calling the ceasefire a political show?

Students Stuck at Sea
· What caused the students’ ship to sink?
· How were the students rescued?

Winter Games Update
· Why was the victory by the Canadians in ice dance considered an upset?

Toyota Troubles
· Why did Congress schedule a hearing to discuss the problems at Toyota?
· What document suggests that Toyota ignored some of the problems?

· What is Toyota’s response to the accusation that they ignored or downplayed the problem?

· Why is an electronics problem a bigger issue for Toyota than any other type of problem?

Winter Games Coverage
· Who is Katherine Reutter?
· How did Katherine get involved in short track racing?

· Explain how workouts are like putting money in the bank.
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1. True or False
The ceasefire in the Sudan is supposed to lay the groundwork for a formal peace deal to be completed by March 15.
2. True or False
Everyone agrees that this time the ceasefire will lead to a peace agreement.

3. True or False
The Americans did not win the gold medal in ice dancing but the two American pairs finished second and fourth respectively.

4. True or False
Toyota officials admitted in front of a Congressional committee that in 2005, they were trying to use an electronics fix for the acceleration problem.

5. True or False
Toyota isn’t the only car manufacturer to have recalls.  In the last 12 months, Ford, GM and Chrysler have had 37 involuntary recalls.
ESSAY QUESTION
What impact have the recalls and the Congressional hearing had on the reputation of Toyota?
VOCABULARY

1. Squalls
(n)
sudden violent gusts of wind
2. Podium
(n)
elevated platform

3. Surreal
(adj)
dreamlike

4. Glitch
(n)
malfunction
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The ceasefire in the Sudan is supposed to lay the groundwork for a formal peace deal to be completed by March 15.

2. True or False
Everyone agrees that this time the ceasefire will lead to a peace agreement.

3. True or False
The Americans did not win the gold medal in ice dancing but the two American pairs finished second and fourth respectively.

4. True or False
Toyota officials admitted in front of a Congressional committee that in 2005, they were trying to use an electronics fix for the acceleration problem.

5. True or False
Toyota isn’t the only car manufacturer to have recalls.  In the last 12 months, Ford, GM and Chrysler have had 37 involuntary recalls.
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