Channel One News

March 1, 2010
DISCUSSION GUIDE
Winter Games Update
· Who were the big winners this weekend for the USA?
· What grade would you give this year’s USA Olympic team and why?

· What was your favorite moment of this year’s Winter Olympics?

· What was the greatest accomplishment by a USA athlete in this year’s Winter Games?

8.8 Magnitude Earthquake Hits Chile
· What is a tsunami?
· Why were tsunami warnings issued in Honolulu?

· Why was Haiti more affected by its earthquake than Chile was by an even stronger earthquake?

· What is the epicenter of an earthquake?

· How has the U.S. responded to the Chilean earthquake?

Cost of the Snow Storm
· Why are snow storms causing havoc with state budgets?
· How has the snow affected unemployment?

President Obama to Speak at a HS Graduation
· Why is President Obama planning to speak at a high school graduation this year?
· How will the school be chosen?

· Why is the President concerned about college graduation rates?

· Where does the U.S. rank in the world in college completion statistics?
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1. True or False
Apolo Anton Ohno finished the Winter Games with a lifetime total of eight medals.  He is now the most decorated Winter Olympics athlete in U.S. history.
2. True or False
The earthquake in Chile was devastating but it did not have as great a magnitude as the earthquake that hit Haiti.
3. True or False
Chile was spared even greater devastation because the epicenter of the quake was not near a populated town.

4. True or False
A tsunami is a series of high waves set off by an earthquake.

5. True or False
President Obama has agreed to speak at the high school graduation of any school that has 100 percent college acceptance.

ESSAY QUESTION
What evidence would you use to convince President Obama to speak at your school?
VOCABULARY

1. Magnitude


(n)
size, extent
2. Tsunami


(n)
seismic sea waves

3. Withstand


(v)
hold up against

4. Epicenter
(n)
a point, directly above the true center of disturbance, from which the shock waves of an earthquake apparently radiate.
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Apolo Anton Ohno finished the Winter Games with a lifetime total of eight medals.  He is now the most decorated Winter Olympics athlete in U.S. history.

2. True or False
The earthquake in Chile was devastating but it did not have as great a magnitude as the earthquake that hit Haiti.

3. True or False
Chile was spared even greater devastation because the epicenter of the quake was not near a populated town.

4. True or False
A tsunami is a series of high waves set off by an earthquake.

5. True or False
President Obama has agreed to speak at the high school graduation of any school that has 100 percent college acceptance.
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