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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Lone Senator Halts Jobs Bill
· Who is Jim Bunning?
· Why did Bunning block the jobs bill?

· What effect has the block had on transportation workers and unemployed Americans?

· Do you agree or disagree with Bunning’s vote?

Teen Substance Abuse Report
· Why are the new teen substance abuse numbers cause for concern?

Medvedev Calls for Resignation Following Poor Russian Showing
· Who is Dmitry Medvedev?
· Why is Medvedev calling for the resignations of the Russian coaches?

Earthquake Science
· What is the ring of fire?
· Where are the fault lines in the U.S.?

· Why are scientists urging the U.S. to toughen building codes?

· Why were more people killed in Haiti than in Chile?

Glory Road: Thomas Jones
· Who is Thomas Jones?
· Why was Jones chosen for a Glory Road segment?

· What is Jones’ message to students?

· How was Jones able to graduate from the University of Virginia in three years?

· What role did Jones’ parents play in his success?

· What is the purpose of the Thomas Quinn Jones Scholarship program?
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1. True or False
Jim Bunning blocked the  jobs bill that was supposed to extend pay and benefits to federal workers because the Democrats had not come up with a way to pay for its price tag.
2. True or False
According to a new report, most American high school students have consumed alcohol within the last month.
3. True or False
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev is calling for the resignations of the Russian Olympic coaches after the country’s poor performance in Vancouver.

4. True or False
Eighty percent of the world’s worst earthquakes happen within the ring of fire.

5. True or False
The death toll in Chile was lower than the death toll in Haiti because Chile’s buildings were stronger.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you agree or disagree with Senator Jim Bunning’s decision to put a hold on the jobs bill because it will increase the national debt?
VOCABULARY

1. Vibrations
(n)
tremors

2. Ripple
(v)
form small waves

3. Acclaimed
(adj)
with applause
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Jim Bunning blocked the jobs bill that was supposed to extend pay and benefits to federal workers because the Democrats had not come up with a way to pay for its price tag.

2. True or False
According to a new report, most American high school students have consumed alcohol within the last month.

3. True or False
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev is calling for the resignations of the Russian Olympic coaches after the country’s poor performance in Vancouver.

4. True or False
Eighty percent of the world’s worst earthquakes happen within the ring of fire.

5. True or False
The death toll in Chile was lower than the death toll in Haiti because Chile’s buildings were stronger.
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