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DISCUSSION GUIDE
LA Unified Gives Out 5,200 Pink Slips
· Why is the Los Angeles school district pink-slipping 5,200 educators?

· How has the budget gap in California affected the teachers who have not received pink slips?

· What effect will the staff reduction have on students? 

President Obama Unveils New Health Care Plan
· What is the key element of President Obama’s health care reform plan?
· How is this plan different from previous plans?

· How have the Republicans responded to this new plan?

· What will it take for the Democrats to enact a health care reform law?

Topeka, Kansas Changes its Name to Google, Kansas
· Why did Topeka, Kansas decide to change its name?
· Do you think the name-change will win the Google competition?

Pharming
· Why is the abuse of prescription drugs as dangerous as the use of illegal substances?
· How was Elizabeth able to get the prescription drugs?

· What effect did the prescription drugs and illegal drugs have on her life?

· How do prescription drugs affect brain activity?

· How was Elizabeth able to shake her drug habit?

Racial Tension in California
· What effect did the hanging of a noose have on the University of California at San Diego?
· Why is the noose a powerfully negative symbol to the African American community?

· How is the swastika similar to the noose as a symbol of racial hatred?

· How are the universities responding to the incidents of the noose and the swastika?
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1. True or False
LA Unified School District gave pink slips to 5,200 educators in an attempt to close a $640 million gap in the district budget for next year.
2. True or False
Republicans are planning to support President Obama’s new health plan so it looks like it will become a law soon.

3. True or False
Topeka, Kansas changed its name to Google in an attempt to win a Google-sponsored contest that would give the city faster Internet speed.

4. True or False
According to a new study, one in seven American teenagers admits to abusing prescription drugs.

5. True or False
The student who was responsible for hanging the noose at the University of California at San Diego has been suspended by the school despite her apology for the incident.

ESSAY QUESTION
If you were a member of Congress, how would you vote on President Obama’s health care reform package?
VOCABULARY

1. Unveiled

(v)
introduced
2. Proclamation
(n)
public announcement

3. Trauma

(n)
sudden shock or physical injury

4. Relapse

(n)
a falling back into the same pattern of behavior
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
LA Unified School District gave pink slips to 5,200 educators in an attempt to close a $640 million gap in the district budget for next year.

2. True or False
Republicans are planning to support President Obama’s new health plan so it looks like it will become a law soon.

3. True or False
Topeka, Kansas changed its name to Google in an attempt to win a Google-sponsored contest that would give the city faster Internet speed.

4. True or False
According to a new study, one in seven American teenagers admits to abusing prescription drugs.

5. True or False
The student who was responsible for hanging the noose at the University of California at San Diego has been suspended by the school despite her apology for the incident.

SIGN UP FOR OUR TEACHER 
If you would like to receive our daily newsletter, you can sign up right now at http://www.channelone.com/teachers/teacher_newsletter/.

If you have questions or comments about the discussion guide or the daily quiz, please contact Paul Folkemer at pfolkemer@channelone.com
