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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Secretary Duncan to Step Up Civil Rights Enforcement in Schools
· Why did Secretary Duncan choose Selma to make his announcement today?
· What new guidelines will schools receive as part of the civil rights enforcement program?

· What are some of the issues that Secretary Duncan is worried about?

· What evidence suggests that there is curricular inequity between black students and white students?

Obamas Mark International Women’s Day at White House
· What is the purpose of International Women’s Day?
· Should the U.S. recognize International Women’s Day as a national holiday?

“Hobbit” Skeleton Challenges Evolution
· Why have scientists dubbed the fossilized skeleton “Hobbit?”
· Where was “Hobbit” discovered?

· How has the discovery of “Hobbit” challenged some evolutionary theories?

· What do critics say about “Hobbit?”

KIPP Charter Schools
· What does KIPP stand for?
· What are the demographics of the KIPP schools?

· What are the five pillars of the KIPP program?

· What is the key to the success of the KIPP program?
Arctic Ambassador
· Why did Daniel and others travel to the North Pole?
· How has Daniel’s trip affected his behavior back home?
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1. True or False
Secretary Arne Duncan chose to speak at Selma, Alabama because yesterday was the 45th anniversary of “Bloody Sunday” when civil rights marchers were beaten by state and local police.
2. True or False
According to the Department of Education, there is no difference between how black students and white students are prepared for college.

3. True or False
In China, Russia and Vietnam, International Women’s Day is a national holiday.

4. True or False
“Hobbit” was discovered in a remote region of South Africa in 2003.

5. True or False
KIPP stands for the Knowledge is Power Program.

ESSAY QUESTION
If regular public schools followed the KIPP principles, students would achieve the same results.  Do you agree or disagree?
VOCABULARY

1. Landmark
(n)
a location with historical significance

2. Fossilized
(adj)
converted into a fossil

3. Quirk
(n)
peculiarity

4. Deformed
(adj)
disfigured

5. Habitat
(n)
natural environment

6. Denning
(v)
living in a den
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Secretary Arne Duncan chose to speak at Selma, Alabama because yesterday was the 45th anniversary of “Bloody Sunday” when civil rights marchers were beaten by state and local police.

2. True or False
According to the Department of Education, there is no difference between how black students and white students are prepared for college.

3. True or False
In China, Russia and Vietnam, International Women’s Day is a national holiday.

4. True or False
“Hobbit” was discovered in a remote region of South Africa in 2003.

5. True or False
KIPP stands for the Knowledge is Power Program.

SIGN UP FOR OUR TEACHER 
If you would like to receive our daily newsletter, you can sign up right now at http://www.channelone.com/teachers/teacher_newsletter/.

If you have questions or comments about the discussion guide or the daily quiz, please contact Paul Folkemer at pfolkemer@channelone.com
