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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Toyota Lawsuit Costs May Exceed $3 Billion
· What happened to James Sikes’ Prius?
· Why was it a bad time for the incident to occur?

· How was James able to stop his car?

· What financial problems are facing Toyota?

Tornado Season Starts
· Where is ‘tornado alley?’
· What is considered a light year for tornadoes?

· What is this year’s tornado season prediction?

Chile Quake Moves City More Than 10 Feet
· How did the 8.8 magnitude earthquake affect the location of Concepcion, Chile?
· How are scientists able to measure the impact of the earthquake?

· What effect did the quake have on the Earth’s axis?
Soda Tax
· Why are some states considering a tax on soda and other sugary drinks?
· How has the beverage industry responded to governmental concern about sugary drinks?

· Why is the soda industry opposed to a tax on sugary drinks?

· According to a recent study, what effect does a tax have on daily diets and weight loss?

· Would you drink less soda if it cost more money?

Video Cliff Notes
· Why has Jenny Sawyer created 60 second video recaps of literature?
· Why does the teacher in this segment support the use of the 60 second recaps?

· Do you think these recaps would encourage you to read the entire book?
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1. True or False
Toyota is facing the possibility of paying out as much as $3 billion for lawsuits related to the braking systems of their cars.
2. True or False
Even though the first tornado has already touched down in Oklahoma, weather forecasters are predicting a light tornado season.

3. True or False
The earthquake that hit Chile moved the locations of the cities of Concepcion and Santiago.
4. True or False
There is no evidence that a tax on soda will have any effect on calorie intake or weight loss.

5. True or False
The soda industry voluntarily offered healthier drinks to students in schools and is now supporting the idea of a tax on sugary drinks.

ESSAY QUESTION
Would you drink less soda if it cost more money?
VOCABULARY

1. Axis
(n)
the line about which the Earth rotates

2. Avid
(adj)
enthusiastic
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Toyota is facing the possibility of paying out as much as $3 billion for lawsuits related to the braking systems of their cars.

2. True or False
Even though the first tornado has already touched down in Oklahoma, weather forecasters are predicting a light tornado season.

3. True or False
The earthquake that hit Chile moved the locations of the cities of Concepcion and Santiago.

4. True or False
There is no evidence that a tax on soda will have any effect on calorie intake or weight loss.

5. True or False
The soda industry voluntarily offered healthier drinks to students in schools and is now supporting the idea of a tax on sugary drinks.
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