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DISCUSSION GUIDE
U.S. Lays Out School Standards Today
· What are educational standards?
· Why does the federal government want common educational standards?

· Why is the federal government limiting the common standards to math and English?

· What elements of education could be impacted by a common set of standards?

Rhode Island School Update
· Why did some of the graduates of Central Falls High School hold a candlelit vigil Tuesday night?
· What is the update on the firing of the 88 teachers at Central Falls?

Women’s History Month Pop Quiz
· What are WASPS?

· What role did women play in the U.S. Air Force during World War II?

·  How are things different now for women in the military?
Charm School
· Why does a school like MIT offer a ‘charm school’ curriculum?
· What are some of the skills learned at MIT’s charm school?

· How important is it for a person to have good social skills?

· If your school offered a program like charm school, what skills would you be interested in learning?
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1. True or False
The federal government wants to establish common standards for all academic subjects.
2. True or False
After a rally by the students of Central Falls High School, the superintendent agreed to hire back all of the teachers.

3. True or False
Women first flew for the U.S. military during World War I.

4. True or False
WASPS stands for Women’s Air Force Service Pilots.

5. True or False
MIT offered its students an all-day lesson in charm to prepare them for some of the social situations that they will confront after college.
ESSAY QUESTION
Should the U.S. create common tests to assess the common standards?
VOCABULARY

1. Altering
(v)
changing

2. Milestone
(n)
significant event

3. Bestow
(v)
present, confer

4. Fanfare
(n)
loud display, publicity

5. Cohorts
(n)
companions
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