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DISCUSSION GUIDE
School Closings in Kansas City
· Why has the Kansas City school board decided to close 26 of its schools?
· What are the factors that led to the decision to close the schools?

· How has the decision affected the juniors at Westbrook High School?

· If you were a student at a school that was closing, how would you handle the situation?

· Do you agree or disagree with the superintendent’s logic that the district can provide better education if they focus on fewer schools?
Senator Dodd’s Proposal for Financial Reform
· What powers would Senator Dodd’s bill give to the federal government?
· What is the ultimate goal of Senator Dodd’s bill?

· Why have Republicans opposed to the bill at this time?

· What is government regulation as it relates to the financial industry?

· Why do many people blame the lack of federal regulation for the financial meltdown on Wall Street?

FCC Wants High Speed Internet Access for All Americans
· What are the goals of the FCC proposal?
· Why do some people say that our broadband deficiency threatens our “global competitiveness?”

Thai Protests
· Why are thousands of people protesting against the government in Thailand?
· Why did the protesters decide to donate blood as part of their strategy?

· How is the government dealing with the protest?

Profile of a 17 Year-Old Running for Washington State House of Representatives
· What is the focus of Andrew Bittner’s campaign for a seat in the Washington State House of Representatives?
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1. True or False
The Kansas City school board is closing 26 of its schools to deal with a $50 million budget deficit.

2. True or False
Kansas City has the same number of students as it did 10 years ago so when the 26 schools are closed, enrollment in the other schools will increase dramatically.

3. True or False
Senator Chris Dodd’s financial reform bill has gained the support of both Democrats and Republicans.

4. True or False
Eighty-six million Americans do not have high speed Internet.

5. True or False
The government in Thailand is cracking down on the protesters because of the spilled blood at the government headquarters.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you agree or disagree with Kansas City’s decision to close schools as a strategy for improving instructional services?
VOCABULARY

1. Deficit
(n)
shortfall
2. Lackluster
(adj)
lacking vitality

3. Allegiances
(n)
loyalties
4. Derivatives
(n)
financial contracts whose value is derived from the value of underlying stocks, bonds, currencies, commodities
5. Oversight
(n)
supervision

6. Suppress
(v)
abolish

7. Dissolve
(v)
undo, break apart

8. Advocating
(v)
supporting
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The Kansas City school board is closing 26 of its schools to deal with a $50 million budget deficit.

2. True or False
Kansas City has the same number of students as it did 10 years ago so when the 26 schools are closed, enrollment in the other schools will increase dramatically.

3. True or False
Senator Chris Dodd’s financial reform bill has gained the support of both Democrats and Republicans.

4. True or False
Eighty-six million Americans do not have high speed Internet.

5. True or False
The government in Thailand is cracking down on the protesters because of the spilled blood at the government headquarters.
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