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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Health Care Update
· What has to happen before the health care bill becomes the law of the land?
· Why does the White House still have a marketing problem with the health care bill?

· What are some of the important features of the bill?

· Why did the bill include a provision that allows young people to stay on their parents’ health care until they are 26 years-old?

· What strategies will the Republicans use to delay the passage of the bill?
U.S. and Israeli Relations
· Who is Benjamin Netanyahu?
· What issue has strained relations between the U.S. and Israel?

· Why is the U.S. concerned about Israel’s plan to build 1,600 new homes in East Jerusalem?

Immigration Rally
· What is the goal of the national movement called dignity?
Texas Student Ordered to Pay $22 Million for Texting Crash
· What evidence was the key to the jury’s decision to award Meghan’s family $22 million?
· What message does Meghan’s family hope this award will send to other drivers?

Mystery at Sea
· Why are fin and blue whale staying in Santa Monica Bay?
· Why does the return of the whales suggest that the ecosystem of the region has improved?

One More Thing
· Why are scientists excited about what they found when they pulled a camera up from 600 feet down in the Antarctic ice sheet?
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1. True or False
According to a recent CBS poll, most Americans are confused by the health care bill that was passed on Sunday in the House of Representatives.
2. True or False
The health care bill will make health insurance available to 32 million Americans, will cost $940 billion over ten years and will reduce the federal deficit by $188 billion over that same time span.

3. True or False
U.S. officials are concerned about Israel’s plan to build 1,600 new homes in East Jerusalem because they believe the plan undermines the peace talks between the Israelis and the Palestinians.

4. True or False
Protesters across the country are hoping that President Obama will tackle immigration reform now that the health care bill has passed the House.

5. True or False
The fact that fin and blue whales are staying in the Santa Monica Bay suggests that something is wrong with the ecosystem in that region.

ESSAY QUESTION
Should illegal immigrants be given a chance to gain citizenship in the U.S.?
VOCABULARY

1. Stern

(adj)
uncompromising

2. Migration
(n)
moving from one region to another periodically

3. Mystifying
(adj)
bewildering

4. Ecosystem
(n)
a system formed by the interaction of a community of organisms with their environment.
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
According to a recent CBS poll, most Americans are confused by the health care bill that was passed on Sunday in the House of Representatives.

2. True or False
The health care bill will make health insurance available to 32 million Americans, will cost $940 billion over ten years and will reduce the federal deficit by $188 billion over that same time span.

3. True or False
U.S. officials are concerned about Israel’s plan to build 1,600 new homes in East Jerusalem because they believe the plan undermines the peace talks between the Israelis and the Palestinians.

4. True or False
Protesters across the country are hoping that President Obama will tackle immigration reform now that the health care bill has passed the House.

5. True or False
The fact that fin and blue whales are staying in the Santa Monica Bay suggests that something is wrong with the ecosystem in that region.
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