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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Large Hadron Collider Sets Record
· Why did the producer of this piece write it as a science project?
· What was the objective of the project?

· What was the hypothesis?

· What materials were used?

· What were the procedures?

· How will the scientists determine the conclusions?
FDA Looks at Menthol Cigarettes
· Why is the FDA looking into menthol cigarettes?
· What does the tobacco industry say about menthol cigarettes?

· Why is this issue important to the tobacco industry?

NASA Checks Toyota’s Acceleration Problems
· Why has NASA joined the investigation of the Toyota acceleration problem?
· What does Toyota say about the problem?

15 Year-old Heads to the North Pole
· Why is Parker Liautaud trying to ski to the North Pole?
· What are some of the challenges Parker will face on his expedition?

Operation Smile
· What is cleft palate?
· Why has Courtenay Richards decided to raise money for this cause?
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1. True or False
The results of the Large Hadron Collider experiment are in and scientists now understand what happened at the first instant of life.
2. True or False
Menthol cigarettes account for a third of all cigarette sales in the U.S.

3. True or False
Toyota accepts NASA’s analysis that the acceleration problems are caused by electromagnetic interference.

4. True or False
If Parker Liautaud accomplishes his feat, he will be the youngest person to ski to the North Pole.

5. True or False
Mothers who are malnourished are more likely to give birth to children with cleft palates or cleft lips.

ESSAY QUESTION
Should the Federal Drug Adminstration ban menthol cigarettes?
VOCABULARY

1. Menthol
(adj)
a colorless, crystalline, slightly water-soluble alcohol, C10H20O, obtained from peppermint oil or synthesized: used chiefly in perfumes, confections, cigarettes, and liqueurs and in medicine for colds and nasal disorders for its cooling effect on mucous membranes.
2. Advocates
(n)
supporters

3. Skeptical
(adj)
doubtful

4. Terrain
(n)
tract of land

5. Cleft Palate
(n)
a congenital defect of the palate in which a longitudinal fissure exists in the roof of the mouth.
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The results of the Large Hadron Collider experiment are in and scientists now understand what happened at the first instant of life.

2. True or False
Menthol cigarettes account for a third of all cigarette sales in the U.S.

3. True or False
Toyota accepts NASA’s analysis that the acceleration problems are caused by electromagnetic interference.

4. True or False
If Parker Liautaud accomplishes his feat, he will be the youngest person to ski to the North Pole.

5. True or False
Mothers who are malnourished are more likely to give birth to children with cleft palates or cleft lips.
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