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DISCUSSION GUIDE
High School Diploma or No Driver’s License in Texas
· Why has the governor of Texas decided to link student progress on a high school diploma to drivers’ licenses?
· What are the best arguments for this proposal?

· What are the best arguments against the proposal?

· If this law were enacted, do you think more students would graduate from high school?

· What other strategies could the governor use to convince more students to graduate from high school?

Tea Party on Tax Day
· What is the Tea Party?
· Why is April 15 a big day for the Tea Party?

· Why is Boston considered a key location for the Tea Party?

China Quake
· Why have so many people in China been killed by the recent earthquake that hit hundreds of miles 

from a major city?
Great Barrier Reef Arrests
· Who has been arrested for the Great Barrier Reef oil spill?
Shakespearean Tweet

· What is iambic pentameter?

· Why is Britain’s Royal Shakespeare Company using Twitter to put on “Romeo and Juliet?” 
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1. True or False
Texas is the first state to consider linking student progress on a high school diploma to drivers’ licenses.
2. True or False
Today’s Tea Party members are upset about taxes, government spending and health care reform.

3. True or False
The Tea Party movement just celebrated its 10th anniversary.

4. True or False
A large earthquake struck just outside of a major city in China and has already accounted for hundreds of deaths.

5. True or False
A Chinese ship captain and his senior officer have been charged with damaging the Great Barrier Reef in Australia.

ESSAY QUESTION

Should your driver’s license be linked to your high school diploma?
VOCABULARY

1. Culmination
(n)
reaching the highest point

2. Epicenter
(n)
a point, directly above the true center of disturbance, from which the shock waves of an earthquake apparently radiate.

3. Sanctuary
(n)
a tract of land where birds and wildlife, esp. those hunted for sport, can breed and take refuge in safety from hunters.
4. Iambic Pentameter
(n)
a common meter in poetry consisting of an unrhymed line with five feet or accents, each foot containing an unaccented syllable and an accented syllable
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Texas is the first state to consider linking student progress on a high school diploma to drivers’ licenses.

2. True or False
Today’s Tea Party members are upset about taxes, government spending and health care reform.

3. True or False
The Tea Party movement just celebrated its 10th anniversary.

4. True or False
A large earthquake struck just outside of a major city in China and has already accounted for hundreds of deaths.

5. True or False
A Chinese ship captain and his senior officer have been charged with damaging the Great Barrier Reef in Australia.
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