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DISCUSSION GUIDE
President Obama Nominates Elena Kagan for Supreme Court
· Who is Elena Kagan?
· What is her background?

· What role does the Solicitor General play in the federal government?

· What happens next in the confirmation process?

· What qualities does Ms. Kagan have that make her a good candidate for the Supreme Court?

Containment Box Fails to Stop Oil Leak
· Why did the containment box fail?
· What are the BP engineers going to try to do next?

· What is the procedure called “top kill?”

· What efforts are being made to deal with the oil that has already surfaced?

· What effect is the oil having on the underwater environment?
Haves and Have Nots: Malaria in Sierra Leone
· In Sierra Leone, what is deadlier than the Haiti earthquake or even the atomic bomb?
· Why is the mosquito Sierra Leone’s top killer?

· What strategies are being used by Doctors Without Borders to fight the malaria epidemic?

· Why is the fight against malaria in Sierra Leone so frustrating for the doctors?

· What cultural issues are working against good nutritional practices?

· What simple solutions could reduce the number of malaria cases in Sierra Leone?
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1. True or False
If confirmed, Elena Kagan will become the youngest member of the Supreme Court and its only female justice.
2. True or False
Elena Kagan is the first woman to ever serve as the Solicitor General of the United States.
3. True or False
The containment dome that was dropped onto the oil spill failed because of an ice build-up.

4. True or False
The malaria epidemic in Africa will kill almost 1 million people in Africa this year.

5. True or False
Ten percent of the children in Sierra Leone die from malaria.

ESSAY QUESTION

What question do you want Jessica to answer about her trip to Sierra Leone and Qatar?
VOCABULARY

1. Embodies
(v) 
personifies or exemplifies
2. Solicitor General
(n)
lawyer who represents the White House in cases before the Supreme Court.

3. Tenets
(n)
principles

4. Indeterminate
(adj)
indefinite
5. Mesh
(v)
fit together
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
If confirmed, Elena Kagan will become the youngest member of the Supreme Court and its only female justice.

2. True or False
Elena Kagan is the first woman to ever serve as the Solicitor General of the United States.

3. True or False
The containment dome that was dropped onto the oil spill failed because of an ice build-up.

4. True or False
The malaria epidemic in Africa will kill almost 1 million people in Africa this year.

5. True or False
Ten percent of the children in Sierra Leone die from malaria.
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