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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Oil Spill Update
· What started the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico?

· What is the latest strategy for stopping the oil?

· What are dispersants?

· Why are dispersants considered a high risk strategy by some critics?

· Why is President Obama saying that he “will not rest” until the oil is cleaned up? 

Dream Act
· Why did the producer of this segment feature two teenagers?
· What is Anton’s story?

· What is Aura’s story?

· How are they similar and how are they different?

· Why was Aura allowed to finish high school but blocked from attending college?

· What is the Dream Act?

· What are the provisions of the Dream Act?

· What criticisms are leveled against the legislature by its opponents?

· Why does Anton oppose the Dream Act?

Pop Quiz
· What is the highest vocal singing range?
· How is the human voice like a musical instrument?
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1. True or False
The oil spill started after the oil rig Deepwater Horizon exploded on April 20.
2. True or False
The latest strategy for stopping the leak is to place a containment box on the leak and funnel the oil back to a tanker.

3. True or False
Dispersants are chemicals that can break down oil into small drops.

4. True or False
Illegal immigrants are allowed to attend public schools up to 12th grade.
5. True or False
If the Dream Act became law, students who came to the U.S. illegally before the age of 16, were of good moral character and graduated from high school could become U.S. citizens.

ESSAY QUESTION

If you were a member of Congress, how would you vote on the Dream Act?
VOCABULARY

1. Spewed
(v)
gushed

2. Dispersant
(n)
A liquid or gas added to a mixture to promote dispersion or to maintain dispersed particles in suspension.
3. Diverge
(v)
deviate

4. Inherent
(adj)
existing in someone

5. Deported
(v)
banish from the country
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The oil spill started after the oil rig Deepwater Horizon exploded on April 20.

2. True or False
The latest strategy for stopping the leak is to place a containment box on the leak and funnel the oil back to a tanker.

3. True or False
Dispersants are chemicals that can break down oil into small drops.

4. True or False
Illegal immigrants are allowed to attend public schools up to 12th grade.

5. True or False
If the Dream Act became law, students who came to the U.S. illegally before the age of 16, were of good moral character and graduated from high school could become U.S. citizens.
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