Channel One News

May 24, 2010
DISCUSSION GUIDE
Teen Summer Unemployment
· Why is this going to be a tough summer for teen employment?
· How significant is the drop off in teen employment since 2004?

· Why are inner city teens having a more difficult time finding work than upper middle class teens?

· What are some of the benefits of employment?

· How does employment during your teen years affect your earning capacity later in life?

· What are some of the options for teens who do not find jobs?

Advice for a Job Interview
· What advice was given to Nick Politis before he interviewed with Best Buy?
· How do you think Nick did in the interview?

· How could he have approved his interviewing skills?

· What are some of the dos and don’ts for interviewing?

Texas Votes in Conservative History Curriculum
· Who is responsible for the approval of school curricula?
· What are some of the revisions that are now part of the Texas curriculum?

· Why was the term capitalism changed to ‘free enterprise?’

· What adjustments were made to the concept of ‘separation of church and state?’

· What criticism has been leveled against the new curriculum by hundreds of historians and college faculty?

· What effect will the new curriculum have on classroom practice?

· How could the Texas curriculum affect curricula in other states?
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1. True or False
Teens living in the inner city have a better chance of finding a job because there are more businesses there.
2. True or False
For the past ten years, only about 25 percent of teens have found summer work.

3. True or False
For each year of high school employment, teens’ earnings in their mid-twenties could go up by 16 percent.

4. True or False
A mostly Democratic Texas Board of Education has approved several revisions to the state curriculum that many say is a more conservative view of American history.
5. True or False
The new Texas history curriculum has generally received support from college professors and historians.

ESSAY QUESTION

Should each state be allowed to create its own American history curriculum or should there be one national American history curriculum?
VOCABULARY

1. Bleak
(adj)
depressing
2. Micromanaged
(v)
paid too much attention to small details

3. Entrepreneurial
(adj)
related to organizing and managing an enterprise like a business

4. Decisive
(adj)
with no hesitation

5. Fidget
(v)
move restlessly

6. Buffer zone
(n)
an area that serves as a cushion

7. Connotation
(n)
secondary meaning

8. Principles
(n)
tenets, ideals
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Teens living in the inner city have a better chance of finding a job because there are more businesses there.

2. True or False
For the past ten years, only about 25 percent of teens have found summer work.

3. True or False
For each year of high school employment, teens’ earnings in their mid-twenties could go up by 16 percent.

4. True or False
A mostly Democratic Texas Board of Education has approved several revisions to the state curriculum that many say is a more conservative view of American history.

5. True or False
The new Texas history curriculum has generally received support from college professors and historians.
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