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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Tension Grows Between North and South Korea
· What has caused the tension between North and South Korea?
· Why is South Korea sure that North Korea is responsible for sinking the warship?

· What steps has South Korea taken in response to the sinking?

· What is South Korea hoping the UN will do in response to North Korea’s actions?

· Why has Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met with Chinese officials regarding this incident?

Scientists Create Artificial Life
· How were scientists able to create an artificial life form?
· What are some of the possible applications of Craig Venter’s decoding of a human genome?

13 Year-Old Becomes Youngest ever to Climb Mt. Everest
· Who is Jordan Romero?
· What do you think drives Jordan to climb mountains like Mt. Everest?

· Why was Nepal concerned about Jordan’s climb?

Revolution Earth: Oil Spill Q and A

· How long will the oil spill last?
· What is BP’s latest strategy for stopping the leak?

· What is a top kill?

· How will the oil spill affect the people of the region?

· Is there any connection between the oil spill and global warming?

Teacher Donates Kidney to Student for a Promise
· Who is Jennifer Perretti?
· What is the premise behind the ‘pay it forward’ concept?

· Why do you think Jennifer decided to see if her blood was compatible with Kevin’s?

· Why did Jennifer decide to donate one of her kidneys?
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1. True or False
The UN Security Council has decided to ask all nations to stop trade with North Korea because of the incident with the South Korean warship.
2. True or False
Scientists claim to have created the first ever cell powered by manmade DNA.

3. True or False
Jordan Romero wants to climb the highest mountains in all seven continents and so far he has climbed six of them.

4. True or False
BP hopes its top kill strategy will be able to stop the oil leak this week.
5. True or False
So far the cost of the oil clean-up is more than $760 million.

ESSAY QUESTION

Would you donate an organ to someone in need?
VOCABULARY

1. Escalated
(v)
increased, gotten worse

2. Precarious
(adj)
dangerous

3. Proximity
(n)
nearness

4. Genome
(n)
all of the inheritable traits of an organism

5. Peninsula
(n)
area of land almost completely surrounded by water

6. Ecosystem
(n)
a system formed by the interaction of a community of organisms with their environment.


7. Swath
(n)
a piece or strip 
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The UN Security Council has decided to ask all nations to stop trade with North Korea because of the incident with the South Korean warship.

2. True or False
Scientists claim to have created the first ever cell powered by manmade DNA.

3. True or False
Jordan Romero wants to climb the highest mountains in all seven continents and so far he has climbed six of them.

4. True or False
BP hopes its top kill strategy will be able to stop the oil leak this week.

5. True or False
So far the cost of the oil clean-up is more than $760 million.
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