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DISCUSSION GUIDE
President Obama Sends Troops to U.S.-Mexico Border
· Why has President Obama decided to send 1,200 troops to the U.S-Mexico border?
· What role will the U.S. soldiers play along the border?

· Why are some people critical of the President’s plan?

· Why do you think the President chose this time to send troops to the Mexican border?

No Senior Year?
· Why does senior year work for some students but not for others?
· What options do seniors have during their last year in high school?

· Why is senior year synonymous with slacking off for many seniors?
· What are ‘freshmores?’

· What are the financial advantages of some of the new senior option programs?

· Do you think it is a good idea for sophomores to graduate from high school if they have passed their tests?

Jazz Competion
· Why is the jazz competition at Lincoln Center named after Duke Ellington?
· How are the bands chosen for this competition?

· Who is Wynton Marsalis?

· What are the criteria for selecting the top band?
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1. True or False
A Utah senator has proposed the elimination of senior year to save the state up to $60 million.
2. True or False
A new federal law now allows sophomores in all states to enroll in community colleges if they pass rigorous exams.

3. True or False
The 1,200 troops sent to the U.S.-Mexico border is the largest group ever to be sent on this type of mission.

4. True or False
More than 5,000 people have been killed in the Mexican drug war in the past two years.

5. True or False
The founder of the Essentially Ellington competition at Lincoln Center is one of the world’s greatest trumpet players Wynton Marsalis.
ESSAY QUESTION

Would you like the option to skip senior year if you have completed your high school requirements?
VOCABULARY

1. Compression
(n)
the act of pressing together

2. Surveillance
(n)
supervision

3. Reconnaissance
(n)
gathering military intelligence
4. Profundity
(n)
having depth, being profound

5. Elated
(adj)
very happy
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
A Utah senator has proposed the elimination of senior year to save the state up to $60 million.

2. True or False
A new federal law now allows sophomores in all states to enroll in community colleges if they pass rigorous exams.

3. True or False
The 1,200 troops sent to the U.S.-Mexico border is the largest group ever to be sent on this type of mission.

4. True or False
More than 5,000 people have been killed in the Mexican drug war in the past two years.

5. True or False
The founder of the Essentially Ellington competition at Lincoln Center is one of the world’s greatest trumpet players Wynton Marsalis.
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