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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Pakistan Flooding Update
· What has caused the severe flooding in Pakistan?
· What effect has the flooding had on Pakistan’s economy?

· Why is the flooding causing serious health problems?

· Who is Ban Ki-moon?

· Why are some Pakistanis angry at their government?

· Why is the U.S. worried that Pakistanis will lose faith in their government?

· How could this disaster become a turning point in America’s image in Pakistan?

China Overtakes Japan as Number Two Economy
· How is the Gross Domestic Product measured?
· How does China’s economic future affect the U.S. economy?

Internships are Changing

· How has the economy changed the nature of internships?
· How do economists explain the increase of older workers looking for internships?

· What effect will this trend have on young workers?

Defense Secretary Robert Gates Plans to Leave Job
· Who is Robert Gates?
· Why did he decide to remain a part of the Obama cabinet?

· Why does he think that next year would be a good time for him to retire?

Teenager Discovers Cancer Treatment
· What field of cancer research was Amy working on at the University of Texas at Dallas?
· What discovery did Amy make?

· How could Amy’s discovery change the way doctors treat cancer?
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1. True or False
The flooding in Pakistan has destroyed more than half of the country.

2. True or False
The U.S. has pledged $70 million in aid to Pakistan to help provide food, shelter, water and medicine.

3. True or False
China is now the leading economy in the world.  During the second quarter China’s Gross Domestic Product surpassed both Japan and the U.S.

4. True or False
Defense Secretary Robert Gates has announced that he is retiring next year because he is the only Republican in President Obama’s cabinet.

5. True or False
A new survey has found that most of the applications for internships are coming in from older workers. 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT
If you were the President, how would you handle the need for aid in Pakistan?
VOCABULARY

1. Submerge
(v)
sink below the surface

2. Magnitude
(n)
size

3. Comprehend
(v)
understand

4. Fragile
(adj)
easily broken

5. Ensure
(v)
guarantee
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The flooding in Pakistan has destroyed more than half of the country.

2. True or False
The U.S. has pledged $70 million in aid to Pakistan to help provide food, shelter, water and medicine.

3. True or False
China is now the leading economy in the world.  During the second quarter China’s Gross Domestic Product surpassed both Japan and the U.S.

4. True or False
Defense Secretary Robert Gates has announced that he is retiring next year because he is the only Republican in President Obama’s cabinet.

5. True or False
A new survey has found that most of the applications for internships are coming in from older workers. 
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