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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Teenage Hearing
· How serious are hearing problems among teens?
· What is causing the hearing problems?

· Why are boys more likely to have problems than girls?

· Why do some teens seem not to care about their hearing problems?

Blagojevich Verdict
· Who is Rod Blagojevich?
· Why was he on trial?

· What was the verdict?

Iraq Suicide Bombing
· How were the 60 army recruits killed?
· Why are some analysts concerned about Iraqi security?

· When will the U.S. forces leave Iraq?

· What motivated the bomber to give up his life to kill the recruits?

Harvard is Number One on U.S. News and World Report List
· What determines the U.S. News and World Report college rankings?

· Why are the rankings so popular?

· Why are some educators critical of the rankings?

· Do you think the rankings provide important information for high school students who are choosing a college?

Drowning Rate Among Minorities
· According to a recent survey, how many African American and Hispanic young people cannot swim?
· What are the factors that have caused this problem?
· Why is Cullen Jones involved in “Make a Splash?”

· What incident convinced Cullen’s family that he needed to learn how to swim?
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1. True or False
Most adolescents in the U.S. have at least some evidence of hearing loss.

2. True or False
Former Governor Rod Blagojevich was found guilty on all 24 felony counts.

3. True or False
 If all goes according to plan, the U.S. will pull out all of its troops from Iraq by the end of 2011.
4. True or False
Harvard was the only Ivy League university to rank in the U.S. News and World Report analysis of top colleges.

5. True or False
According to a survey, most African American and Hispanic young people do not know how to swim.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Should the federal government regulate the volume that can be used on headphones?
VOCABULARY

1. Exposure
(n) 
subjecting to the influence of
2. Trepidation
(n)
fear

3. Counterparts
(n)
persons who resemble others
4. Manifested
(v)
made clear or evident
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Most adolescents in the U.S. have at least some evidence of hearing loss.

2. True or False
Former Governor Rod Blagojevich was found guilty on all 24 felony counts.

3. True or False
If all goes according to plan, the U.S. will pull out all of its troops from Iraq by the end of 2011.

4. True or False
Harvard was the only Ivy League university to rank in the U.S. News and World Report analysis of top colleges.

5. True or False
According to a survey, most African American and Hispanic young people do not know how to swim.
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