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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Afghan Elections
· What strategies are being used by the government to protect voters in Afghanistan?
· Why is this election “one of the most complex elections attempted anywhere in 2009?”

· What is the Taliban?

· Why is the Taliban trying to disrupt the election?

· Why is this election so important to the Afghan citizens?

· Why has the Afghan government asked the media not to report on any attacks on election day?

· When will the results of this election become public?

Vice President Joe Biden Speaks with Teachers about School Reform
· Why is educational reform important for the future of the U.S.?
· What are some of the topics on the educational reform agenda?

· How is the President using money to bring about reform?

Baghdad Bombings
· Who is probably responsible for the bombings in Baghdad?
· Why are the bombings a direct challenge to the Iraqi government?

Eco-Friendly Dorm Rooms at Rice University
· What are some of the features of the eco-friendly dorm rooms at Rice University?

· What could your school do to become more eco-friendly?

Glory Road: Third Eye Blind Concert for California Education
· Why did Third Eye Blind do a concert to support education in California?
· How important are subjects like art, music, and journalism?
· Why are these subjects and extracurricular activities the first to go when cuts have to be made?
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1. True or False
Afghan officials do not want the media to report on the election because they



are afraid reporting the results will affect voters.

2. True or False
President Obama is planning to use the $100 billion in stimulus money to 




encourage schools to make changes that will lower dropout rates and increase




college-success rates.

3. True or False
The bombings in Baghdad yesterday made it the deadliest day in that city 




since the pull-out of U.S. troops.

4. True or False
The new eco-friendly dorm rooms at Rice University will lower energy costs




by 50 percent.

5. True or False
Third Eye Blind hopes that their concert and donation will demonstrate the 



importance of the arts to the state officials who are making the decisions 




about what will be cut from the education program.

ESSAY QUESTION
How important are subjects like art and music?
VOCABULARY

1. Covertly

(adv)
secretly

2. Insist

(v)
to stand firm

3. Intimidate

(v)
scare off

4. Detonated

(v)
caused to explode


5. Amenities

(n)
features conducive to attractiveness

6. Extinct

(adj)
no longer existing
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ANSWERS
1. True or False
Afghan officials do not want the media to report on the election because they




are afraid reporting the results will affect voters.

2. True or False
President Obama is planning to use the $100 billion in stimulus money to 




encourage schools to make changes that will lower dropout rates and increase




college-success rates.

3. True or False
The bombings in Baghdad yesterday made it the deadliest day in that city 




since the pull-out of U.S. troops.

4. True or False
The new eco-friendly dorm rooms at Rice University will lower energy costs




by 50 percent.

5. True or False
Third Eye Blind hopes that their concert and donation will demonstrate the 




importance of the arts to the state officials who are making the decisions 




about what will be cut from the education program.
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