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DISCUSSION GUIDE
SPECIAL EDITION: KATRINA ANNIVERSARY
New Orleans: 5 Years Later
· Why did Channel One decide to use Kaleb to tell the story of Katrina?
· What effect did returning to his home have on Kaleb?

· Why was New Orleans vulnerable to a storm like Katrina?

· What are levees and how are they used for the protection against storms?

· Why has the lower ninth ward become the ‘poster child’ for Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans?

· How many people were killed in the hurricane?

· What role did the Superdome play during the hurricane?

· Why was the relief effort by the Bush administration criticized?

· What effect has the hurricane had on the population of New Orleans?

· In addition to the flooding, what other problems were caused by the hurricane?

· Why does Kaleb think that the city will get “back on track?”

· How has Congress responded to the rebuilding of New Orleans?

NOLA Tree
· Why did Bridgette decide to volunteer in New Orleans?
· Where did the idea for NOLA Tree originate?

· Why has Phil returned to New Orleans every year to help with the rebuilding of the city?

· What effect did the gutting of the house have on Bridgette?

· How has NOLA Tree combined volunteerism and culture?
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1. True or False
Levees are protective walls that are built to keep the water from low-lying areas.
2. True or False
Hurricane Katrina caused more deaths than the terrorist attacks of 9/11.

3. True or False
The population of New Orleans has returned back to the level established by the census of 2000.

4. True or False
Congress has approved billions of dollars in aid to rebuild the parts of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.
5. True or False
NOLA Tree is a volunteer program that brings students to New Orleans to help with the rebuilding process while learning about the culture of the city.
Writing Assignment

If you had lived in New Orleans before the hurricane and had been forced to evacuate, would you have wanted to return to your hometown?
Vocabulary

1. Levee
(n)
an embankment designed to prevent the flooding of a river

2. Vibrant
(adj)
lively

3. Addictive
(adj)
habit-forming

4. Flourish
(v)
thrive
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Levees are protective walls that are built to keep the water from low-lying areas.

2. True or False
Hurricane Katrina caused more deaths than the terrorist attacks of 9/11.

3. True or False
The population of New Orleans has returned back to the level established by the census of 2000.

4. True or False
Congress has approved billions of dollars in aid to rebuild the parts of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.

5. True or False
NOLA Tree is a volunteer program that brings students to New Orleans to help with the rebuilding process while learning about the culture of the city.
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