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DISCUSSION GUIDE
California Wildfires Threaten 10,000 Homes
· How has the weather affected the wildfires?
· How are firefighters trying to deal with the wildfires?

Funeral for Senator Ted Kennedy
· Why was Senator Kennedy called “the greatest legislator in U.S. history?”
Health Care Debate
· How many Americans do not have health insurance?
· What is the central point of disagreement in the health care debate?

· Why are some people boycotting Whole Foods as part of the health care debate?
· Are all Americans entitled to health care?

· What is the position of Whole Foods on universal health care?

· How much could it cost to provide health care to all Americans?

· What is President Obama’s position on universal health care?

Finding Strength: Teenager Builds Orphanage in Nepal
· Where is Nepal?

· What is Nepal famous for?

· What event changed Maggie’s life?

· What is Maggie’s role at the orphanage?

·  What advice does Maggie have for teens who don’t think they can make a difference?
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WEEKLY QUIZ
1. True or False
Firefighters have finally controlled the wildfire in California that is 



threatening 10,000 homes.

2. True or False
Senator Ted Kennedy wrote more that 2,500 bills, 500 of which became 




laws.

3. True or False
Fifty million Americans do not have health insurance.

4. True or False
Thirty-one thousand people have joined a boycott of the Whole Foods




grocery chain because the company opposes universal health care.

5. True or False
Health care for all Americans could cost an estimated $1 trillion.
ESSAY QUESTION
Are all Americans entitled to health care?
VOCABULARY

1. Vent


(v)
relieve oneself of built-up anger

2. Proponents

(n)
people who argue in favor of something

3. Boycott

(v)
engage in a concerted refusal to have dealings with a store

4. Coax

(v)
urge
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ANSWERS
1. True or False
Firefighters have finally controlled the wildfire in California that is 




threatening 10,000 homes.

2. True or False
Senator Ted Kennedy wrote more that 2,500 bills, 500 of which became 




laws.

3. True or False
Fifty million Americans do not have health insurance.

4. True or False
Thirty-one thousand people have joined a boycott of the Whole Foods




grocery chain because the company opposes universal health care.

5. True or False
Health care for all Americans could cost an estimated $1 trillion.
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