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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Understanding Katrina
· How does the levee system work?
· Why was the Army corps of engineers blamed for problems with the levees?

· What changes have been made in the levee system to protect New Orleans from a recurrence of Katrina?

· What is FEMA?

· What were some of the issues with the FEMA trailers?

· What do the polls say about the public’s views of the future of New Orleans?

Update on the Economy
· What is the good news about the economy?
· Why is it important for Americans to buy goods?

· What factor is still stalling the economic recovery?

Teen Concussions
· Why do you think teen concussions have tripled in the past decade?

· What is a concussion?
· What sports have the highest rate of concussions?

· Why do girls have a higher concussion rate than boys?
Video of Trapped Miners
· Why was it important for the trapped miners to send video messages to their families?
· What strategies are being used to distract the miners from the ordeal they are facing?

· Why are psychologists worried about the mental state of the miners?

Domestic Violence
· What is the purpose of the video game, Breakaway?
· Why was soccer chosen as part of the game?

· How does the game work?

· Why is the UN involved in the project?
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1. True or False
According to a new CBS poll, most people think New Orleans has not recovered from Hurricane Katrina.
2. True or False
Levees are used in New Orleans to protect the city from the flooding of Lake Pontchartrain and the Mississippi River.

3. True or False
The unemployment rate continues to drag down the economy.

4. True or False
Girls have a higher concussion rate than boys.

5. True or False
Government officials in Chile are hopeful that the miners will be out of the mine by the end of September.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Do you think New Orleans has recovered from Hurricane Katrina and is now fully prepared to deal with any natural disaster in the future?
VOCABULARY

1. Levee
(n)
an embankment that protects against flooding
2. Emitted
(v)
gave off

3. Recession
(n)
period of economic contraction

4. Coerce
(v)
compel by intimidation
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
According to a new CBS poll, most people think New Orleans has not recovered from Hurricane Katrina.

2. True or False
Levees are used in New Orleans to protect the city from the flooding of Lake Pontchartrain and the Mississippi River.

3. True or False
The unemployment rate continues to drag down the economy.

4. True or False
Girls have a higher concussion rate than boys.

5. True or False
Government officials in Chile are hopeful that the miners will be out of the mine by the end of September.
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