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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Mideast Talks
· Who are the leaders of Israel and Palestine?
· What are the central issues of the Middle East peace talks?

· Why has President Obama set a one-year deadline for the peace talks?

· How are the peace talks going at this early stage?

Hurricane Earl
· What path is Hurricane Earl following?
Hostage Situation
· Who is James Lee?
· How did the Maryland police handle the hostage stand-off?

California Lawmakers Reject Plastic Bag Ban
· Why does the nation pay attention to trends that start in California?
· Why was the bill to ban plastic bags initiated in California?

· What impact do plastic bags have on the environment?

· What was the opposition to the banning of plastic bags?

Glory Road: Nacho Figueras
· Who is Nacho Figueras?
· Why was he chosen for a Glory Road segment?
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1. True or False
President Obama has set a one-year deadline for the peace talks between Israel and Palestine.
2. True or False
Hurricane Earl is expected to hit the coast of the Gulf of Mexico some time today or tomorrow.

3. True or False
The bill to ban plastic bags in California was defeated because it did not have the support of Governor Arnold Schwarzenneger.
4. True or False
California estimates that it uses 19 billion plastic bags every year but less than 5 percent get recycled.

5. True or False
Maryland police were able to stop a hostage situation at the Discovery Channel in Silver Spring, Maryland yesterday.

WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Should plastic bags be banned?
VOCABULARY

1. Mandatory
(adj)
required

2. Ripples
(v)
agitates

3. Wreaking Havoc
(v)
causing a lot of trouble

4. Tote
(n)
bag

5. Adrenaline
(n)
a hormone that increases the heart rate, metabolism, and cardiac output.
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
President Obama has set a one-year deadline for the peace talks between Israel and Palestine.

2. True or False
Hurricane Earl is expected to hit the coast of the Gulf of Mexico some time today or tomorrow.

3. True or False
The bill to ban plastic bags in California was defeated because it did not have the support of Governor Arnold Schwarzenneger.

4. True or False
California estimates that it uses 19 billion plastic bags every year but less than 5 percent get recycled.

5. True or False
Maryland police were able to stop a hostage situation at the Discovery Channel in Silver Spring, Maryland yesterday.
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