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DISCUSSION GUIDE
US Commander in Afghanistan Calls for New Strategy
· Who is General Stanley McChrystal?
· What new strategy is the general recommending?

· What is the Taliban?

· How many troops does the US have in Afghanistan and how many more are needed according to the  general?

Congress Upset over Bank Overdraft Policies
· What is an overdraft fee?
· Why have banks raised the overdraft fee from $10 in 1999 to $35 now?

· What is the response of Congress to this rise in the cost of overdraft fees?

President Obama Hits the Airwaves to Sell His Health Care Package
· What media strategy has the White House used to sell the health care package?
· What risk does the President run for using so much media exposure?

· Why did the White House exclude Fox News as one of the networks featuring President Obama?

· If you were advising the President, would you have told him to exclude Fox News?

What’s it Mean to Be Hispanic?
· According to the U.S. government, what does the term ‘Hispanic’ refer to?
· What are the current population trends for Hispanics?

· What other term is used to describe people from Spanish-speaking countries?

· What are Hispanics or Latinos most proud of?
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1. True or False
General Stanley McChrystal warns that the U.S. could lose the war in 



Afghanistan if it does not change its strategy within the year to focus




more on gaining the confidence of the Afghanistan people.

2. True or False
An overdraft fee is charged when people take more money out of a




bank account then they have in that account.

3. True or False
The average cost of an overdraft fee has gone up over 100 percent in 10 years.

4. True or False
President Obama appeared on every major news network this weekend to 




push for his health care reform package.

5. True or False
According to the current census, Hispanics make up 15 percent of the U.S.




population and are now the largest minority in the country.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think the President should have appeared on Fox News? 
VOCABULARY

1. Reassess

(v)
review again
2. Resurgence

(n)
rising again to prominence

3. Glitz


(n)
extravagance

4. Sustain

(v)
maintain
5. Mandates

(v)
requires

6. Adrift

(n)
without a plan

7. Espouses

(v)
adopts
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
General Stanley McChrystal warns that the U.S. could lose the war in 




Afghanistan if it does not change its strategy within the year to focus




more on gaining the confidence of the Afghanistan people.

2. True or False
An overdraft fee is charged when people take more money out of a




bank account then they have in that account.

3. True or False
The average cost of an overdraft fee has gone up over 100 percent in 10 years.

4. True or False
President Obama appeared on every major news network this weekend to 




push for his health care reform package.

5. True or False
According to the current census, Hispanics make up 15 percent of the U.S.




population and are now the largest minority in the country.
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