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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Teens Facing Violence in Chicago
· What caused Derrion Albert’s death?
· How bad has the violence gotten in Chicago?

· What has Chicago done to combat teen violence?

· If you were a teenager in Chicago, how would you handle the situation that Derrion was facing?
Gap Between Rich and Poor Widening
· Why is the gap widening between rich Americans and poor Americans?
· What are some of the possible social repercussions from the widening of the wealth gap between rich and poor Americans?
UN Report: Israel Charged with Crimes against Humanity
· What are the findings of the UN report on Israel’s actions in Gaza?
· What is Israel’s response to the report?
· How was the report received by some European nations and by the U.S.?

European Union Sets Volume Standard for MP3 Players
· Why is the European Union considering the establishment of a lower volume standard for MP3 players?
· At what point should a government step in to protect its citizens from themselves?

Kimberly Anyadike: Girl Pilot
· How did Kimberly get into flying?
· Who were the Tuskegee airmen?

· How has Kimberly paid tribute to the Tuskegee airmen?
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1. True or False
In the 2008-09 school year, 34 Chicago students were killed on their way to or from school.
2.   True or False
The wealthiest Americans earn 11.4 times what the average American at the




poverty level earns.

3.   True or False
Israel has apologized for actions that a UN report describes as “amounting to



crimes against humanity.”

4.   True or False
The European Union is considering standardizing a lower volume setting for 




MP3 players because officials believe that as many as 10 million people could




lose their hearing if something is not done.

5.   True or False
The Tuskegee airmen were African Americans who fought in the Vietnam 




War and became the first black military air unit.

ESSAY QUESTION
Should there be volume limits on MP3 players?
VOCABULARY

1. Oxymoronic
(adj)
producing a self-contradicting statement

2.  Recession

(n)
an extended downturn in the economic market

3. Precautions

(n)
measures taken to avoid trouble

4. Lethal

(adj)
deadly

5. Instigated

(v)
incited

6. Decibels

(n)
units used to express the intensity of a sound wave
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
In the 2008-09 school year, 34 Chicago students were killed on their way to or from school.

2.   True or False
The wealthiest Americans earn 11.4 times what the average American at the




poverty level earns.

3.   True or False
Israel has apologized for actions that a UN report describes as “amounting to




crimes against humanity.”

4.   True or False
The European Union is considering standardizing a lower volume setting for 




MP3 players because officials believe that as many as 10 million people could




lose their hearing if something is not done.

5.   True or False
The Tuskegee airmen were African Americans who fought in the Vietnam 




War and became the first black military air unit.
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