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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Texting and Driving
· What numbers indicate the seriousness of texting while driving?
· Why is it so hard to stop people from texting while driving?

· What do public opinion polls say about the public’s attitude toward texting while driving?

· Why do you think there’s a difference in the attitudes of adults and teens on texting while driving?

· Should the federal government enact legislation to ban texting while driving in all states?

Earthquakes Hit South Pacific Causing Tsunami
· What is a tsunami and how was it caused by an earthquake?
· What countries were affected by the earthquakes and the tsunami?
Supreme Court Takes Up Chicago Hand Gun Law
· What arguments are used by people who support the elimination of the hand gun law ban in Chicago?
· How did the Supreme Court rule on the Washington D.C. hand gun law?

· Why is the situation in Chicago different from the one in D.C.?

· What arguments are used by the people who support the hand gun law in Chicago?

· Why was the second amendment a topic during Justice Sotomayor’s nomination process?

14 Year-Old Dies of H1N1 Flu in Texas
· Why did Chloe’s doctors decide not to prescribe Tamiflu?

POP QUIZ: Sonic Boom
· What causes a sonic boom?

One More Thing: First Clown in Space
· Who is Guy Laliberte?
· Why was he willing to pay $35 million for a trip into space?
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1. True or False
According to a recent poll, 90 percent of adults and teens think that 



texting while driving should be illegal.

2. True or False
Most states already have a law that prohibits texting while driving.

3. True or False
The tsunami that hit the South Pacific was caused by an earthquake of  8.3




magnitude.

4. True or False
Supporters of Chicago’s hand gun law say that it is constitutional because




the Constitution allows local and state governments to pass laws that 




apply to their community.

5. True or False
A sonic boom occurs when something travels faster than the speed of light.

ESSAY QUESTION
Should the federal government enact a law prohibiting texting while driving in all states?
VOCABULARY

1. 
Emoticon
(n)
an abbreviation or icon used on a computer network
2. 
Advocates
(n)
supporters

3.
Infringed
(v)
violated

4. 
Restraint
(n)
holding back

5. 
Renown
(adj)
famous
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
According to a recent poll, 90 percent of adults and teens think that 




texting while driving should be illegal.

2. True or False
Most states already have a law that prohibits texting while driving.

3. True or False
The tsunami that hit the South Pacific was caused by an earthquake of  8.3




magnitude.

4. True or False
Supporters of Chicago’s hand gun law say that it is constitutional because




the Constitution allows local and state governments to pass laws that 




apply to their community.

5. True or False
A sonic boom occurs when something travels faster than the speed of light.
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