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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Ardi: A Major Breakthrough in Human Evolution
· Who is Ardi?
· Why is Ardi considered a major breakthrough in the study of human evolution?

· Why is Ardi considered a hybrid species?

· How does she resemble the chimpanzee?

· How does she resemble humans?

· How are scientists able to determine her diet?

· Why is Ardi considered the missing link?

· When do scientists think human ancestors split from the evolution of chimps?

Update on Indonesian Earthquake
· Why has the Indonesian government changed its focus from rescue to efforts to aid distribution?
Unemployment Numbers are Up
· How many Americans are out of work according to the Labor Department?
· Why is it possible to almost double that number?

· What is President Obama’s explanation for the increase in the unemployment numbers?

· What are the Republicans saying about the unemployment numbers?

Rio de Janeiro Wins 2016 Summer Olympics
· What process does the International Olympic Committee use to determine the host city?
· How did Chicago do in the voting?

· Do you think President Obama’s reputation was hurt by Chicago’s loss?

Pop Quiz: Oldest High School
· What is the oldest high school in the U.S. and how has it changed?
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1. True or False
Ardi’s bones were just discovered in Ethiopia.
2. True or False
Ardi is considered a hybrid species because she has characteristics of a 




chimpanzee and a human.

3. True or False
Wednesday’s quake in Indonesia was the first time an earthquake has 



occurred along that fault line.

4. True or False
If you count people who are working part-time but want to work full-time 




and you count all of the people who have left the work force, the unemployment




rate could be as high as 17 percent.

5. True or False
Boston Latin High School is the oldest high school in the country and is even




older than Harvard University, the oldest college in the U.S.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think President Obama’s reputation was hurt by Chicago’s Olympic loss?
VOCABULARY

1. Species

(n)
a class of individuals with the same characteristics

2. Ancestral

(adj)
pertaining to ancestors or forerunners

3. Hybrid

(adj)
formed or composed of two parts

4. Diverse

(adj)
having a wide range

5. Rubble

(n)
debris

6. Converged

(v)
came together

7. Bleak

(adj)
dismal
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Ardi’s bones were just discovered in Ethiopia.

2. True or False
Ardi is considered a hybrid species because she has characteristics of a 




chimpanzee and a human.

3. True or False
Wednesday’s quake in Indonesia was the first time an earthquake has 




occurred along that fault line.

4. True or False
If you count people who are working part-time but want to work full-time 




and you count all of the people who have left the work force, the unemployment




rate could be as high as 17 percent.

5. True or False
Boston Latin High School is the oldest high school in the country and is even




older than Harvard University, the oldest college in the U.S.
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