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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Afghanistan Decision
· What are President Obama’s options for the decision on what to do next in Afghanistan?
· What is General McChrystal’s recommendation?

· What do the American people think President Obama should do?

Autism Rates on the Rise
· What is autism?
· What percentage of children in the U.S. has some form of autism?

· Why are researchers unclear about the reasons for the higher estimates?

Three Americans Win Nobel Prize for Medicine
· What discovery won the award for the three Americans?

· What are chromosomes?

· Why is the discovery of the Americans so important?

Georgia High School Bars Religious Banner at Football Game
· Why did the school district decide to ban the religious banners?
· What parts of the first Amendment are involved in this debate?

· What compromise has the principal tried to work out?

· Do you think the ban infringes on the cheerleader’s freedom of speech?

· Does the ban protect separation of church and state?

· If an individual cheerleader raised a banner on the sideline, would her banner be allowed?

Foster Teen Finds Home
· What circumstances caused Alex to need to find a foster home?
· If you were Alex, would you have left your mother to look for a foster home?
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1. True or False
The American public supports General McChrystal’s recommendation to send 40,000 more troops to Afghanistan.

2.   True or False
According to two government studies, one in 90 to 100 children have some 




form of autism.

3.   True or False
Three Americans have won the Nobel Prize for Medicine for discovering an




enzyme that can prevent the shortening of chromosomes by adding extra 




pieces of DNA.

4.   True or False
A Georgia high school has banned religious banners during football games




because it is concerned that the display violates the first Amendment.

5.   True or False
Researchers are convinced that the rise in the number of children with autism




is simply the result of more frequent diagnoses.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think public displays of religion should be allowed in school sports?
VOCABULARY

1. Surge

(n)
strong, forward movement
2. Insurgents

(n)
persons who rise in forcible opposition to authority

3. Enzyme

(n)
any of various proteins, as pepsin, originating from living cells and capable of producing certain chemical changes in organic substances
4. Autism

(n)
a pervasive developmental disorder of children, characterized by impaired communication, excessive rigidity, and emotional detachment.
5. Backlash

(n)
strong, violent reaction

6. Infringe

(v)
violate
7. Albeit

(conj)
even if

8. Advocating

(v)
supporting

9. Immersed

(v)
deeply absorbed
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ANSWERS

1.    True or False
The American public supports General McChrystal’s recommendation to send  40,000 more troops to Afghanistan.

2.   True or False
According to two government studies, one in 90 to 100 children have some 




form of autism.

3.   True or False
Three Americans have won the Nobel Prize for Medicine for discovering an




enzyme that can prevent the shortening of chromosomes by adding extra 




pieces of DNA.

4.   True or False
A Georgia high school has banned religious banners during football games




because it is concerned that the display violates the first Amendment.

5.   True or False
Researchers are convinced that the rise in the number of children with autism




is simply the result of more frequent diagnoses.

SIGN UP FOR OUR TEACHER 
If you would like to receive our daily newsletter, you can sign up right now at http://www.channelone.com/teachers/teacher_newsletter/.
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