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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Afghanistan: Part Two
· What happened 30 years ago that helped to shape the political situation in the country today?
· How has the relationship with the Afghan militants changed over the years?

· What was the cold war and why was it given that name?

· How did the Taliban come to power?

· How did Osama bin Laden become connected to the Taliban?

· What is the difference between al Qaeda and the Taliban?

· What unified the two extremist groups?

· How does the Taliban fund its army?

· Why do many Afghans support the Taliban?

Dow Jones Hits 10,000
· What evidence suggests that the financial industry is on the rebound?
· What effect did the financial industry’s news have on the Dow Jones?

· Why are Washington lawmakers still concerned about AIG bonuses?

Record Breaking Number of People in World Go Hungry
· According to a recent report, how many people around the world are going hungry?
· What factors does the report blame for the increase in the number of people going hungry?
New National Math Scores are Disappointing
· Why are educators disappointed in the National Assessment in Educational Progress (NAEP) math scores?
· What is the goal of No Child Left Behind?

Pop Quiz: Bio Bus
· Why are mitochondria so important to cells?
· What is the purpose of the bio bus?

· How is the bus sustainable?
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1.  True or False
The Taliban used Osama bin Laden’s money to defeat Mujihadeen.
2.  True or False
After the U.S. defeated the Taliban in 2001, al Qaeda soldiers helped to



resurrect the Taliban. Now the two extremist groups have joined to defeat the U.S.

3.  True or False
According to the Wall Street Journal, twenty-three financial institutions will




give their employees a record payout of $140 billion.

4.  True or False
According to a UN report, one billion people around the world are going hungry.

5. True or False
A central goal of No Child Left Behind is to have all students proficient




in math and reading by 2014.  The NAEP math tests show that over half of the 8th 




graders in the U.S. who took the test are now proficient.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think the U.S. will ever achieve its educational goal of 100% proficiency in math and reading?
VOCABULARY

1. Vulnerable

(adj)
open to assault

2. Resurrect

(v)
bring back to life

3. Proficiency

(n)
expertness
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ANSWERS

1.  True or False
The Taliban used Osama bin Laden’s money to defeat Mujihadeen.

2.  True or False
After the U.S. defeated the Taliban in 2001, al Qaeda soldiers helped to




resurrect the Taliban. Now the two extremist groups have joined to defeat the U.S.

3.  True or False
According to the Wall Street Journal, twenty-three financial institutions will




give their employees a record payout of $140 billion.

4.  True or False
According to a UN report, one billion people around the world are going hungry.

5. True or False
A central goal of No Child Left Behind is to have all students proficient




in math and reading by 2014.  The NAEP math tests show that over half of the 8th 




graders in the U.S. who took the test are now proficient.

SIGN UP FOR OUR TEACHER 
If you would like to receive our daily newsletter, you can sign up right now at http://www.channelone.com/teachers/teacher_newsletter/.

If you have questions or comments about the discussion guide or the daily quiz, please contact Paul Folkemer at pfolkemer@channelone.com
