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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Solar Decathlon
· What is the challenge of the Department of Energy’s Solar Decathlon?
· What challenges did the teams face?

· How were the houses judged?

· What are photo voltaics?

· How did the weather affect the competition?

Forecast Looking Good for Holiday Sales
· According to Shoppertrak, what is the forecast for this year’s holiday sales?
· For many shoppers, what is the most important factor for choosing a store?

Study: Internet Changing Our Brains
· How did using the Internet affect the brain activity of adults with little Internet experience?
· Do you think the same findings will occur for younger Internet users?

Nutrition in Schools
· What are some of the changes recommended by the Institute of Medicine?
· Why will these changes put stress on school budgets?

Teen Entrepreneurs: Part 3
· How are some of the responsibilities of a young published author?
· How does Kat earn her money?
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1. True or False
The Institute of Medicine recommends that school meals have less salt and



fewer calories.

2. True or False
Retailers are hoping that 2009 will pick up where 2008 left off with great sales




numbers.

3. True or False
For many consumers who responded to the Shoppertrak survey, price was an




important factor when choosing a store.

4. True or False
A recent UCLA study found that using the Internet enhanced brain activity for 



young people.

5. True or False
The challenge of the Solar Decathlon was to build attractive, liveable homes 




that must be fully powered by the sun.

ESSAY QUESTION
Should your school provide healthier food options for breakfast and lunch?
VOCABULARY

1. Decathlon

(n)
an athletic contest involving 10 events

2. Convert

(v)
change into a different form

3. Mode

(n)
method

4. Enhance

(v)
improve, make better

5. Consignment
(n)
property sent to an agent for sale
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The Institute of Medicine recommends that school meals have less salt and




fewer calories.

2. True or False
Retailers are hoping that 2009 will pick up where 2008 left off with great sales




numbers.

3. True or False
For many consumers who responded to the Shoppertrak survey, price was an




important factor when choosing a store.

4. True or False
A recent UCLA study found that using the Internet enhanced brain activity for 




young people.

5. True or False
The challenge of the Solar Decathlon was to build attractive, liveable homes 




that must be fully powered by the sun.
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