Channel One News

October 28, 2009
DISCUSSION GUIDE
Public Option Still Alive as Part of the Health Care Bill
· What is the public option?
· Who is Harry Reid and what role does he play in the legislature?

· Why is Senator Reid’s public option bill considered a compromise?

President Obama Plans to Put $3.4 Billion into National Smart Grid
· How will the $3.4 billion allocation to the smart grid be used?

· What are some of the projects that could be funded by this allocation?

· How will this allocation of money affect the use of renewable energy in the U.S.?

Michael Jackson Movie
· Do you think the movie would have been as popular if Jackson had not died?

Justice Department Changes its Position on Medical Marijuana

· What change has the Justice Department made in the handling of medical marijuana?
· Why are some people against the Justice Department’s decision to change its position?

NYC Teens Volunteer at New York Botanical Garden

· What is botany?

· What role do the volunteer teens play at the NY Botanical Garden?

· Why is the garden the perfect place to work for teens who are interested in botany?
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1. True or False
Senator Harry Reid’s compromise would require all states to offer a public



option health care program.

2. True or False
President Obama hopes that the allocation of $3.4 billion to create a smart grid




will get the U.S. on a path to get 20 percent of its energy from renewable




sources by 2020.

3. True or False
Michael Jackson’s death has been ruled a homicide and is still under 




investigation.

4. True or False
The Obama administration has announced a new ‘hands off’ policy for 



medical marijuana facilities in all 50 states.

5. True or False
Botany is the scientific study of plants.
ESSAY QUESTION
Do you support or reject the Obama administration’s decision to take a ‘hands off’ approach to medical marijuana facilities in states where it is legal to use marijuana for medical purposes? 
VOCABULARY

1. Opt


(v)
choose

2. Surpass

(v)
to go beyond in amount

3. Cartels

(n)
an international syndicate to regulate prices and output in a field of business.
4. Dispensaries
(n)
places where drugs are distributed

5. Botany

(n)
science of plants
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If you would like to receive our daily newsletter, you can sign up right now at http://www.channelone.com/teachers/teacher_newsletter/.

If you have questions or comments about the discussion guide or the daily quiz, please contact Paul Folkemer at pfolkemer@channelone.com
