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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Abdullah Withdraws from Afghan Election
· What two Afghan politicians were vying for the presidency?
· Why did Abdullah decide to withdraw from the run-off election?

· Do you think Abdullah’s decision will affect President Obama’s decision to send troops to Afghanistan?
Stimulus Jobs Report
· What is the controversy over the stimulus jobs report?
· Why is it difficult to an accurate count of how many jobs have been saved or created?

· Why are the Democrats interested in touting the jobs report?

· Why are the Republicans claiming an accurate count is impossible?

Violence in Rio de Janeiro
· What is causing the violence in Rio?
· What is the IOC’s reaction to the violence in Rio?

DEA Raids Mexico Cartel in U.S.
· Why is it important for the federal government to go after the Mexican drug cartels in the U.S.?
You Tell It: History of Halloween
· How did Halloween get started?
· Where did the customs of wearing costumes and trick or treating come from?
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1. True or False
Abdullah Abdullah says that he decided to withdraw from the run-off election



because he knew he had no chance of winning.

2. True or False
Hamid Karzai agreed to a run-off election because his victory over Abdullah 




was by a narrow margin.

3. True or False
The Obama administration says that the stimulus program has created or 





saved 640,000 jobs.

4. True or False
One of the major reasons Rio de Janeiro has a high crime rate is that the city




is in the middle of a drug war.

5. True or False
Many of the traditions of Halloween can be traced back to the Celts’ celebration



of All Hallow’s day and All Hallow’s eve.
ESSAY QUESTION
If President Obama asked for your opinion about Afghanistan, what advice would you give him.
VOCABULARY

1. Skeptics

(n)
people who don’t believe

2. Escalating

(adj)
increasing

3. Shanty

(adj)
pertaining to a shack or hut

4. Cartel

(n)
an international syndicate formed to regulate prices

5. Kilos

(n)
short for kilogram

6. Commemorate
(v)
honor the memory
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Abdullah Abdullah says that he decided to withdraw from the run-off election




because he knew he had no chance of winning.

2. True or False
Hamid Karzai agreed to a run-off election because his victory over Abdullah 




was by a narrow margin.

3. True or False
The Obama administration says that the stimulus program has created or 





saved 640,000 jobs.

4. True or False
One of the major reasons Rio de Janeiro has a high crime rate is that the city




is in the middle of a drug war.

5. True or False
Many of the traditions of Halloween can be traced back to the Celts’ celebration




of All Hallow’s day and All Hallow’s eve.
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