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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Karzai Elected President After Abdullah Withdrawal
· Why did the Afghan Election Committee Name Hamid Karzai the winner of the presidential election?
· Why did Abdullah Abdullah withdraw from the run-off election?

North Korea Interested in Direct Talks with U.S.
· What is the U.S. response to North Korea’s demand for direct talks?
· Why is the U.S. demanding North Korea’s return to the 6-party nuclear disarmament talks?

Update on Tuesday’s Election Issues
· What are some of the more important races and issues up for a vote in today’s election?
· Why are today’s elections considered a preview for the big event next year?

Mexico: Part 1
· What is the setting for today’s featured story on Mexican drug cartels?
· How did the drug war in Mexico get started?
· Who is Felipe Calderon?

· Why has Calderon decided to use the military to fight the drug war?

· Why is it dangerous for journalists to work in Mexico?

· How has the U.S. helped Mexico to fight the drug war?

· Why did the mayor of Juarez fire 50 percent of the police force?

· Who is responsible for protecting the U.S. border?

· Do you think the use of drugs by people in the U.S. is responsible for the Mexican drug war?

· Why are young people used by the cartels?

· Why has former Mexican president Vicente Fox asked the government to pull the troops out of Juarez?
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1. True or False
Abdullah Abdullah has been named president of Afghanistan after his opponent



withdrew from the run-off election.

2. True or False
North Korea is pressuring the U.S. to have direct talks and meet face to face but




the U.S. will not meet unless North Korea returns to the 6 party negotiations.

3. True or False
In today’s elections, 27 governor races, 36 Senate seats and every seat in the 




House are all up for grabs.

4. True or False
Since 2007, the U.S. has provided Mexico with over $1 billion to help fight the



cartels.

5. True or False
Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano is responsible for protecting




the border between Mexico and the U.S.

ESSAY QUESTION
Should the U.S. enter into direct talks with North Korea?
VOCABULARY

1. Cartels

(n)
international syndicates formed to regulate prices

2. Incumbent

(n)
someone holding an elected office

3. Hovering

(v)
hanging, fluttering 

4. Immune

(adj)
exempt, protected

5. Expendable

(adj)
considered not worth keeping
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Abdullah Abdullah has been named president of Afghanistan after his opponent




withdrew from the run-off election.

2. True or False
North Korea is pressuring the U.S. to have direct talks and meet face to face but




the U.S. will not meet unless North Korea returns to the 6 party negotiations.

3. True or False
In today’s elections, 27 governor races, 36 Senate seats and every seat in the 




House are all up for grabs.

4. True or False
Since 2007, the U.S. has provided Mexico with over $1 billion to help fight the




cartels.

5. True or False
Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano is responsible for protecting




the border between Mexico and the U.S.
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